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Closing time
For March-lambing flocks, 60% of
the sheep’s grazing area should
already be closed by late
November, with the aim of
having 80% closed by mid
December. Grazing management
for the remaining 20% will
depend on your system – some
may choose to use this as an area
for dry ewe lambs, remaining
stores or to hold up ewes with
supplementation prior to housing.
This year in particular, there will
be a temptation there to re-graze
paddocks closed off in October
and early November to prolong
the grazing season. Each week
closing is delayed in December
can reduce grass availability next
April by up to 150kg DM/ha. Do
not re-graze closed paddocks, the
grass will be far more valuable

Ciaran Lynch,
Teagasc Sheep
Specialist
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Where feed is limited, it will be easier to
supplement now than in the spring.
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SHEEP

Scan to succeed
To get the best results, aim to scan ewes as
close to 80 days post ram turnout as possible.
For farmers who selected the scanning task as
part of the Sheep Welfare Scheme, this must be
conducted between 70 and 100 days post ram
turnout. Using the scanning results, ewes
should be divided on the basis of predicted
litter size and fed accordingly. In addition both
body condition and expected lambing date
should be taken into account when dividing
ewes into feeding groups. A receipt from the
scanner with the number of ewes specified
must be retained in your records. Details of the
scanning results will need to be recorded in the
record book along with details of the
supplementation regime.

Using scanning results, ewes should be divided by
predicted litter size and fed accordingly.

Treating fluke
Despite the dry summer, fluke still
poses a risk to many flocks,
particularly those in high-risk
areas. Care needs to be taken
when choosing an appropriate
flukicide.
It is important to ensure the
active ingredient is effective
against the stage of liver fluke you
wish to treat: early immature; immature; or,
adult fluke.
Not every product is suitable. Flocks that
require treatment should be treated using a
product with efficacy against immature fluke.
Products containing triclabendazole are the
only products capable of killing all three fluke
stages, but resistance has been detected to this
group so these products need to be used
judiciously. Following this, products containing

closantel, rafoxanide or nitroxinil
have varying efficacy to kill
immature fluke.
Last spring Teagasc released a
booklet compiled by Dr Barbara Good
detailing the active ingredient and
other relevant details for the various
flukicides and combination products that
are licensed on the Irish market. This
booklet is available for download at:
https://www.teagasc.ie/media/website/publications
/2018/Products-licensed-for-control-of-parasites-insheep.pdf.
Consult your veterinary practitioners if you are
unsure of what product to use.
Remember to pay close attention to the withdrawal
dates on selected products, particularly where you
are selling empty ewes following scanning or
treating store lambs.
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Keep lameness at bay
Keeping lameness at bay should always be a
high priority, particularly at this stage of the
season where farmers are preparing to house
ewes or provide supplements outdoors where
sheep are in close proximity.
Lame sheep act as a reservoir of infection
within a flock, so removing them from the rest

of the group is vital to control the spread of
infection. Do not house lame sheep.
If they have to be housed, isolate them from
the main group. Treat the condition
appropriately and do not re-introduce them
until they have cleared up and are no longer
showing any signs of lameness.

Dates for the diary
Teagasc will host its National Sheep Conferences next year on the following dates:
January 29, 2019 – Tullamore Court Hotel, Co. Offaly
January 31, 2019 – Clanree Hotel, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal
These events will start at 6.00pm sharp – more details to follow closer to the events.

BETTER FARM UPDATE
Mating coming to a close
Frank Campion, of the Animal & Grassland Research and Innovation Centre, Teagasc, Athenry, Co.
Galway reports on how the BETTER sheep farms are preparing for the end of the year.

At the time of writing, rams are being pulled out
of most of the lowland flocks with the target being
for a six- to seven-week lambing spread. Mating
will continue on the BETTER hill sheep farms until
mid December. Ewe liveweight and body
condition score (BCS) varied across the hill sheep
farms but was generally around the target of BCS
3.0 for hill ewes. Lambs from these flocks have
either been sold as stores or housed for finishing,
with most farms doing a mixture of both to match
the type of lambs they had at weaning and the
resources on the farm.

Paddock closing rates on the lowland BETTER
farms as of the end of November are variable, with
nearly all farms over 50% closed. Some of this
variation comes from lambing date and farm type.
The key concern for some of the farms this year
was to stay out of paddocks closed first. There was
higher than normal growth rates for the time of
year on some of the farms. However, this grass will
be far more valuable next March than it is now. All
the farms are currently getting their silage tested
and these results will be used to help inform
feeding plans in the lead up to lambing.
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RESEARCH UPDATE
Mating ends, drafting continues
Fiona McGovern of the Animal & Grassland Research and Innovation Centre, Teagasc Athenry, Co.
Galway reports on mating and lamb growth on the INZAC Flock Athenry.

All rams were removed from ewes on November
20 after a six-week mating period following
artificial insemination. Currently, repeat numbers
seem low with a total of 10% repeat matings
recorded across all groups. We will have to wait
until scanning in early January to get a more
accurate picture of performance; however, current
figures are on par with previous years. Drafting of
the 2018 lambs continues: 98% of lambs have
been drafted from the New Zealand group; 90%
from the elite Irish group; and, 72% from the low
Irish group. Current lamb growth rates are in the
region of 130g-150g/day while the average
liveweight of the remaining lambs is in the range
of 43kg-48kg. All lambs remaining have been
housed and are now receiving concentrates at a

+

rate of 500g per hd/day, in addition to ad lib
silage in order to sustain growth performance.
Average drafting weight of lambs is 50kg, with an
average killout percentage of 43.5% for lambs
slaughtered in mid November. All of our ewes
were housed by the end of November, with 100%
of our grazing area closed. We began closing
paddocks on October 15 to allow grass covers to
build for next spring. All ewes were weighed,
body condition scored (BCS) and foot bathed
prior to housing, with shearing taking place
approximately one week post housing. Silage
samples are being sent for analysis, which along
with ewe BCS and scan results will facilitate
nutrition management decisions for the late
pregnancy period.

HEALTH & SAFETY

December is the month to ‘wind down’ and
enjoy the festive season with family and
friends. It can also be a time for reflection in
advance of the busy spring period.
Farm safety and health requires farm
planning on a routine basis. The new greencoloured Risk Assessment Document is
required to be completed by December 31.
Completing this practical document is a
means to prevent injury and ill health.

Most importantly,
implement any
health or safety
actions that
require your
attention.
Also, care is
needed with items
such as lighting and candles in
the home.

For further information on any issues raised in this newsletter, or to access other
enterprise newsletters, please contact your local Teagasc adviser or see www.teagasc.ie.
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A good time to plan a safe new year

