
1) Ash management 
     event

Venue:  Ballyhaise Agricultural College,

            Co. Cavan, H12 E392

Time:    Convene between 10.00am 

            and 11.30am

Teagasc, in association with the

Department of Agriculture, Food and

the Marine (DAFM) is organising a

broadleaf event focusing on the

management of ash. This event

provides an excellent opportunity for

broadleaf owners to see first hand the
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‘Future proofing 
your forest’ events

The ash management event in Ballyhaise will address the management options for ash
woodlands in the context of the ongoing spread of ash dieback. 
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best methods and practices for the thinning of an ash

crop. Teagasc researchers and advisers will highlight:

n management of ash;

n management options for ash dieback;

n thinning systems; and,

n timber production and uses.

Dr Ian Short, broadleaf forestry researcher with

Teagasc will discuss a range of felling systems and

thinning intensities on the day. 

All forest owners with broadleaves, and in particular

ash, are encouraged to attend. The woodland tour

will take approximately 2.5 hours. Please bring

raingear and wellington boots, as all footwear will

be disinfected.

This event is free. For further details contact Kevin

O’Connell, Teagasc Forestry Adviser, Ballyhaise

College, Co. Cavan on 087-121 6159 or at

kevin.oconnell@teagasc.ie.

2)  Health and Safety Authority event: 
     Forestry Safety Seminar 2018

Venue:  Teagasc Mellows Campus, Athenry, 

             Co. Galway, H65 R718

Time:    10.15am-1.00pm

In co-operation with Teagasc, this event will focus on

improving health and safety practices when

harvesting and felling trees. Registration required,

please contact: pressoffice@hsa.ie. For more

information, look at: www.teagasc.ie/forestry.
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3)  Upland management event –
     including a controlled burning demo 

Venue:  Millstreet Country Park, Millstreet, Co. Cork 

Time:    11.00am

Cork Wildfire Co-operative Group (CWCG), in

conjunction with Teagasc and the Forest Service,

are organising a knowledge transfer-registered

upland management event, including a

controlled burning demo. CWCG participants

include the Irish Farmers’ Association, Teagasc,

the Forest Service, DAFM, An Garda Síochána,

Muintir na Tíre, local authorities, Cork

Environmental Forum, Cork Fire and Rescue

Services, the National Parks and Wildlife Service

and Coillte. 

For further details contact John Casey, Teagasc on

087-224 2283 or at john.casey@teagasc.ie.
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4)  Conifer management event
     Preparation and first thinning 
     of Norway spruce

Venue:  Convene at Tullamore GAA, O’Brien Park, 

             Arden Road, Tullamore, Co. Offaly, R35 XK35

Time:    Arrive between 10.30am and 12.00pm

Attendees will visit the 2018 RDS Production Forestry

Award winner. The event will focus on the

preparation and first thinning of Norway spruce

within this 50ha forest, which was planted in 1999. 

Teagasc advisers will discuss all aspects of preparing

for thinning, while Dr Niall Farrelly of Teagasc will

outline different methods of thinning Norway spruce

and their impact on the development of the crop

within an onsite research experiment. 

This Norway spruce event will include stops and

discussion on: 

n planning for thinning;

n thinning intensities;

n timber quality and production; and,

n harvesting machinery.

For further details contact Liam Kelly, Teagasc Forestry

Adviser on 087-909 0495 or at liam.kelly@teagasc.ie. 
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A future with ash dieback
Ash trees are now under

threat from possibly the single

most devastating forest

pathogen ever to hit the post-

glacial woodlands of Ireland. 

First discovered in Co. Leitrim

in October 2012, chalara ash

dieback (Hymenoscyphus

fraxineus) has been steadily

developing in the wider

environment. Young, single-

species stands of ash can be at

particular risk and, if left untreated,

could be at increased risk. Teagasc

and the Woodland Trust in

Northern Ireland are collaborating

on a five-year research project

aimed at reducing the potential

impact of ash dieback on such pole-

stage stands.

The site
The first trial site has been established within the

Woodland Trust’s Drumnaph Wood, Co.

Derry/Londonderry, part of the Drumnaph

Community Nature Reserve. About 12 hectares

of native woodland, four hectares of which are

comprised predominantly of ash, were planted

at the turn of the millennium.

Objectives
The recent work programme in the ash-

dominated wood has had two primary

objectives:

n promoting the vigour of the ash stands

through thinning; and,

n diversifying the species composition of the

predominantly ash stands

through underplanting.

Operations
The thinning at Drumnaph

aims to promote the growth of

selected individuals by

releasing them from

competition. The longer the

health of these trees can be

maintained, the longer we can

maintain the ecological integrity and

functions of the woodland.

Ultimately, the long-term resilience

of the woodland lies in achieving a

greater degree of species diversity. A

group-felling treatment using small

coupes, 0.025-0.045ha (approximately

20-25m diameter equivalent), was

integrated within the

conventional thinning, designed

to provide the space necessary to plant a range

of other native tree species such as oak, hazel

and birch (Figures 1 and 2). Prior to planting,

the stumps were treated with a mulcher to

prevent coppice re-sprouting. As the site

matures, the research project will monitor the

impact of light conditions and their changing

influence over time on the growth of the

underplanted trees, with the objective of

providing management guidelines for such a

silvicultural system. Hopefully this work can

inform woodland owners regarding the positive

options available to secure the most productive

future for their ash-dominated woodlands.

For further information, please contact 

Dr Ian Short (ian.short@teagasc.ie).

FIGURE 2: Hemispherical photograph of
coupe three at Drumnaph Woods.

FIGURE 1: Wood anemone (Anemone
nemorosa) present after coupes had been

replanted at Drumnaph Woods.



For further information on any issues raised in this newsletter, or to access other
enterprise newsletters, please contact your local Teagasc adviser or see www.teagasc.ie. De

sig
n b

y T
hin

k M
ed

ia.

FORESTRY

Autumn checks for young forests
New forests take several years of management to

become well established. Without timely

management in the first four to five years, your

forest may not reach its full potential in the long

term. Autumn is an ideal time of year to assess

how your forest is progressing and to plan for

management interventions over the winter and

into spring. 

This year where young forests were planted in wet

sites, trees grew very well. With an ideal

combination of moisture and heat, growth rates

were very good. However, on drier sites many

trees struggled in drought conditions. Some

newly planted sites suffered many failures or trees

barely stayed alive, with the upper part of trees

dying back. Planning for filling in should be done

in good time and discussed with your forester.  

Forest owner checklist:
1. Stocking density and pre-planting
requirements: A well-stocked forest results in

high-quality trees and is a requirement for

payment of the second instalment grant and the

continuation of premium payments. Trees per

hectare can be assessed using eight-metre-radius

circular plots. A 100% stocking will have 50 trees

for conifers and 66 trees for broadleaves within a

circular plot. Where there is doubt whether a

young tree is alive or dead, the tree stem can be

scraped to reveal green live material or brown

dead material beneath the bark. 

2. Drainage system: Trees cannot tolerate being

submerged in water for long periods of time.

Although drains were not very active on many

sites during this summer, this can change very

quickly. Drains should be checked to ensure water

can flow freely from the site.

3. Firebreaks: Firebreaks can quickly become

overgrown and therefore completely ineffective.

Spring time can be a very risky time for fire on

upland sites, so maintenance work on firebreaks

over the autumn/winter period can ensure forests

are prepared for the possibility of fire pressure

from adjacent land.

4. Check fence lines: Browsing animals can cause

significant damage to young forests. Trees may be

killed or severely damaged by bark stripping,

eating or trampling of trees. Sheep, cattle, deer,

goats, horses, hares or rabbits can all affect

stocking and quality if allowed to access your

woodland. An excellent fence is deemed worthless

with only one weak point, so walking fence lines

is an exercise well worth doing regularly.

To see if a young tree is alive, scrape to reveal green live
material (right) or brown dead material (left) beneath
the bark.


