
 

 

14th May 2019 

Grass10 Weekly Update  

 

Current PastureBase Ireland Performance (Last 7 Days):  

Daily Allocations per Cow:  

¶ 15 kgDM grass & 2.5 kg concentrates (where 

growth is high, reduce concentrates to 1-2 kg) 

Growth Predictions (Elodie Ruelle Moorepark): 

¶ Ballyhaise 85 kgDM/ha/day 

¶ Curtins 68 kgDM/ha/day 

¶ Clonakilty 71 kgDM/ha/day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grazing Tips to Maintain Grass Quality on Farms:  

Maintaining grass quality can be difficult on farms as grass moves 

into the reproductive phase. An increase in stem in swards will cause major issues in terms of production 

and graze outs if management is not correct. Here are the Grass10 tips: 

1. Meet your residual of 4 cm every grazing or 

the problem will intensify in subsequent rota-

tions.  

2. Cut surplus bales from the poorest quality pad-

docks  

3. Enter ideal grazing covers (1400 kg DM/ha). 

Donôt graze heavy covers. The pregrazing yield 

will have a huge effect on residuals. 

4. Walk the farm twice weekly to monitor grass 

supply and growth rates on your farm. Use PBI to 

generate a wedge.  

5. Operate a short rotation length of 16-21 days 

depending on growth rates.  

 

Below: Grass10 course member in Kerry mowing 

11 grazing acres for surplus bales to keep grass 

under control on his farm. The target for the 

group is to keep pregrazing at 1400 kgDM/ha and 

residuals at 4 cm.  

AFC Cover/LU Stocking Rate Demand Growth 

750 kg DM/ha 192 kg DM/LU 3.91 LU/ha 58 kg DM/ha 61 kg DM/ha 

AFC: 763 

GR: 61 

AFC:755 

GR: 60 

AFC: 753 

GR: 62 

AFC: 746 

GR: 61 

Grass10 Course Member: 

Sean OôDonnell 

Cashel,  

Co. Tipperary 

Grazing: 1,350 kgDM/ha 

Iôm walking the farm twice 

weekly. Cover/cow is cur-

rently 160 kgDM/LU and 

growth is matching de-

mand at 56 kg DM/ha.  

Grass10 Course Member: 

Micheal Kelly 

Ballyvaughan, Clonmel, 

Co. Tipperary 

Grazing: 1,400 kg DM/ha 

Surplus bales were taken 

off 4 paddocks. 2 other 

paddocks were closed for 

long term silage. Cover/

cow is currently 164. 

Growth is matching de-

mand on the farm (60).  

Targets: 

Walk the farm twice weekly to make grassland decisions. Without 

measurement, you will not be able to manage grass. 

160ï 180 kg DM/LU (10-12 days ahead- drystock) 

Remove surplus grass quickly if stocking rate is high  

Pregrazing yield: 1,400 kg DM/ha 

Slurry/ high K fertiliser should be spread where silage is cut 

DM% Moorepark: 

17% 
1,500 kg DM/ha 

10am 



 

 

14th May 2019 

Grass10 Weekly Update  

Tips for Making High Quality Baled Silage: 

¶ Mow in the afternoon and wilt to a target of 30 to 

35% DM. Nitrates will not be a problem if sugars are 

high and crops are wilted 

¶ Transport bales immediately and handle with care 

¶ Check for damage and repair plastic on a regular 

basis 

¶ Store separate to main cut silage. These bales should 

be marked to signal high quality and fed to livestock 

that need high performance over the winter e.g. re-

placement heifers 

¶ Slurry should be spread where silage is taken off. 

Farmers should spread slurry or high K fertiliser 

where bales have been cut to replace K off-take. See 

the following table on slurry values in terms of N, P 

& K:  

1st  Cut Silageï Cutting Date Determines Quality: 

¶ Current tests suggest that sugars are high and Ni-

trates are low (aim for 3% sugars) 

¶ A wilt will ensure that Nitrates are no issue in terms of preservation 

¶ Over a number of studies at Teagasc Grange, leafy silage with higher dry 

matter digestibility (DMD) resulted in better feed intakes and liveweight 

gains for finishing cattle. 

 

 

Water Deficit on Small Proportion of Farms: 

¶ A small number of farms are experiencing slow growth rates due to a wa-

ter deficit in soils (growth: 45ï 55 kg DM/ha) 

¶ 0-25 mm moisture deficit= no effect on growth, 25-50 mm= some effect 

on growth. Small areas in the midlands are currently 27 mm in deficit 

¶ If demand exceeds growth and cover/cow is adequate, 1-2 kg concentrates 

may be needed to reduce demand and avoid running down farm cover 

 

Safety Message:  

Silage season is a busy 

period for farmers. Make 

sure to be safe on your 

farm. Get enough rest and 

be vigilant when carrying 

out jobs like covering a 

silage pit and agitating 

slurry.  

Above: Surplus bales cut in Moorepark. 

How do I calculate the cover on these pad-

docks? 

1 bale= 200-250 kg DM 

5 bales/acre= 12.5 bales/ha  

12.5 bales/ha X 250 kg DM/bale =            

3,125 kg DM/ha 

Match Growth and 

Demand: 

Demand= Stocking rate 

X grass allocation/LU  


