
 

 

4th June 2019 

Grass10 Weekly Update  

 

Current PastureBase Ireland Performance (Last 7 Days):  

Daily Allocations per Cow:  

 15.5 kgDM grass & 2 kg concentrates  

 

Growth Predictions (Elodie Ruelle Moorepark): 

 Ballyhaise 79 kgDM/ha/day 

 Curtins 76 kgDM/ha/day 

 Clonakilty 80 kgDM/ha/day 

 

Using Our PastureBase Figures: 

AFC: 780 kgDM/ha (202/cow).  

Growth: 77 kgDM/ha, Demand: 60 kgDM/ha   

(Surplus: 17 kgDM/ha/day) 

17 kgDM/ha (surplus) X 7 days = 119 surplus/week. 

AFC: 899 kgDM/ha in 7 days time (899/3.86= 232/cow). 

 

There is surplus grass around the country and growth is ex-

ceeding demand. Decisions need to be made to start grazing 

ideal covers again: 

1. Minimise supplementation levels 

2. Cut surplus grass as round bales (avoid grazing heavy covers) 

3. Keep pregrazing yields at 1,400 kgDM/ha or less to maximise grass quality, animal performance 

and to meet target residuals (4 cm) 

4. Operate at 160– 180 kgDM/LU (10-12 days ahead) 

 

How to Maintain Quality in the Reproductive Grass Stage: 

The grass plant is in the process of moving into the reproductive stage of its lifecycle across the country. 

The goal of the grass plant now is to produce seed– heads. When grass is in this phase, it is important that 

we control it and maintain quality. Here are the Grass10 tips: 

 Keep pregrazing yield at 1,400 kgDM/ha or below 

 Operate a short rotation length when growth rates are high (17-20 days) 

 Meet residuals every rotation to maximise quality for subsequent rotations 

 Cut surplus grass as round bales. By making this decision, farmers will avoid grazing heavy covers 

AFC Cover/LU Stocking Rate Demand Growth 

780 kg DM/ha 202 kg DM/LU 3.86 LU/ha 60 kg DM/ha 77 kg DM/ha 

AFC: 780 

GR: 77 

AFC:785 

GR: 76 

AFC: 780 

GR: 77 

AFC: 778 

GR: 76 

DM% Moorepark: 

12.5% 
1,300 kg DM/ha 

09:30am 

(Heavy rainfall) 
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Grass10 Weekly Update  

Fertiliser Recommendations for 2nd Cut Silage: 

Values of Slurry: 

 

 

 

 

 

Where silage has been cut 

or where surplus bales are 

taken off, it is important to 

replace the K off-take. 

Cattle slurry is a good re-

source on farms to replace 

high K off-takes. Use low 

emission slurry spreading 

techniques where available 

to spread slurry back on 

these paddocks 

 

Where slurry isn’t available 

on farms, make sure to use 

a high K fertiliser to replace 

K off-takes on these fields/

paddocks. Now is the time to spread lime on grazing ground: 

1. Increase grass growth for the summer/ autumn 

2. Release nutrients that are locked away on low pH soils 

3. Increase response rates from fertiliser being applied on soils 
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