
 

 

6th August 2019 

Grass10 Weekly Update  

 

Current PastureBase Ireland Performance (Last 7 Days):  

Daily Allocations/Cow:  

 16 kg DM grass & 2 kg concentrates  

 

Elodie Ruelle Growth Prediction: 

 Ballyhaise 71, Moorpark 77, Johnstown 54 (kg DM/ha) 

It’s Time to Start Building Grass for the Autumn: 

From the 10th August, farmers will have to start building grass 

for the autumn. The idea of building grass is to have a bank of 

grass on the farm in the autumn to be able to extend the grazing 

season, while closing off the farm properly for next spring. Walk 

the farm and be flexible to meet the targets. The rule of thumb is 

to have an average farm cover of roughly 1,000 kg DM/ha and a 

cover/cow of 300-330 by Sept 1st. See the guidelines below: 

AFC Cover/LU Stocking Rate Demand Growth Pre-Grazing 

 672 kg DM/ha 200 kg DM/LU 3.35 LU/ha 54 kg DM/ha 65 kg DM/ha 1530 kg DM/ha 

AFC: 675 

GR: 73 

AFC: 670 

GR: 59 

AFC: 672 

GR: 62 

AFC: 675 

GR: 66 

Following a grass budget on PastureBase Ireland, 

Grass10 grazing coach John Murray, Ballinderry, 

Co. Tipperary is building grass without any extra 

supplementation by making all paddocks on the 

platform available for grazing. Current pregrazing 

yield is 1,500 kg DM/ha and residuals are 4 cm. 

Targets Challenges 

Spread N early– Nitrogen responses are highest in August while 

growth rate is high, so make sure to keep applying N to capitalise 

on August growth rates. This will help build grass on farms 

Do not increase supplementation levels unless you have a grass 

budget done and can see that it is absolutely necessary. This is the 

most expensive method of building grass 

Rotation length should be extended from 10th August to reach 30 

days by Sept 1st. E.g. 100 acre farm- grazing 4 acres/day by late 

august 

Do not over-build grass. Control the build to a level of 1,100-

1,200 kg DM/ha by mid-September . We do not want to graze 

covers over 2,400 kg DM/ha and we do not want to carry very 

heavy covers over to next spring 

Make all land on the platform available for grazing to extend the 

rotation  

We must hit residuals of 4 cm consistently to have quality grass 

for next spring 

Remove surplus livestock from the grazing platform to reduce 

demand (marginal cows)  

We must be flexible in our approach and therefore must walk the 

farm weekly to remain on target 

DM Moorepark–  10 am 18.6% (8th round grass).                    

17.2% for paddock reseeded at the start of May 
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PastureBase Fodder Budget– An Essential Exercise on Every Farm 

 The PBI Fodder Budget is an essential tool to calculate fod-

der surpluses/deficits on farms 

 The fodder budget calculates demand by the number of days, 

number of livestock and average daily intakes of livestock 

for the winter period 

 The amount of fodder is calculated by putting in the 

dimensions of silage pits and the number of bales in the 

yard into the system 

 Farmers will then get a fodder report. See an example 

below: 

Young Grassland Farmer of the Year Event: Niall Moloney, 

Crecora, Co. Limerick Sept 5th, 11am 

Soil Fertility- Where the Focus Should Be: 

 Now is the time to spread lime on farms 

 Make use of any slurry available on farms. Use LESS tech-

niques and target low index soils 

 Products like Muriate of Potash or 0-7-30 can be spread on low 

index ground or where silage comes off to build index’s 

 

  

Farmers should carry out a fodder budget and 

act on the surplus/deficit identified. This is a 

year that farmers should be building a reserve 

of silage in the yard 

Quote: “I tried out the new fodder budget on 

@PastureBase this morning- savage job. I know 

where I stand with silage for a 5.5 month winter. 

3rd cut will sort things out and a few more bales 

are due to come out as well” -Edward Treanor, 

Dairy Farmer, Co. Monaghan 


