
 

 

 

10th September 2019 

Grass10 Weekly Update  

 

Current PastureBase Ireland Performance (Last 7 Days):  

Daily Allocations/Cow:  

 15 kg DM grass & 3 kg concentrates  

Elodie Ruelle Growth Prediction: 

 Ballyhaise 51, Moorepark 56, Johnstown Castle 47, Clonakilty 

64 (kg DM/ha) 

 

Autumn Targets: 

Nationally, Average Farm Cover is 140 kg DM/ha behind target  

Grazing Tips for the Week: 

 Make sure that paddocks have received N prior to the chemical 

fertiliser deadline (prioritise driest ground & reseeded areas) 

 Walk the farm weekly to monitor grass supply, growth and de-

mand. Make decisions based on the AFC and difference in growth 

vs demand. Nationally, we are below target (AFC) so growth 

should exceed demand to build grass (+20/day= +140/week) 

 A strip wire may be needed, particularly where pregrazing exceeds 

2,000 kg DM/ha and where conditions are wet (backfence grazed 

areas too). Be flexible depending on weather and grass cover. 

Grass10 Grazing Coaches– Residuals the Key for Quality Grass Next Spring: 

AFC Cover/LU Stocking Rate Demand Growth Pre-Grazing 

910 kg DM/ha 303 kg DM/LU 3 LU/ha 46 kg DM/ha 57 kg DM/ha 1870 kg DM/ha 

AFC: 900 

GR: 57 

AFC: 920 

GR: 59 AFC: 910 

GR: 57 

AFC: 880 

GR: 54 

Is Your Rotation Length at 35 Days? 

A 50 ha farm divided by 30 days= 1.4 ha grazing area/day 

Fertiliser Message 

Deadline for chemical fertiliser: 15th September 

Residuals measured at 3.9 cm on the farm of Fergus 

Austin, Borrisokane, Co. Tipperary. This paddock 

will be grazed once more in mid-late October and 

then closed off for next spring. AFC: 900 kg DM/ha 

(pre-grazing yield: 2,100 kg DM/ha). Growth: 70  

3 days regrowth on a paddock on the farm of John 

Galvin, Sackville, Co. Kerry. This paddock was cut 

as surplus bales during the summer to maintain qual-

ity. Last round of Nitrogen was spread in early Sep-

tember. AFC: 1014 kg DM/ha (growth 70 kg DM/ha) 
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Building Grass in the Autumn– Finding the Happy Medium: 

A study was set up at Teagasc Moorepark in Autumn 2016 and ran for three years, investigating the effect 

of autumn peak farm cover. Three target peak farm covers, (low, medium & high) were targeted at the end 

of September, the targets were 1050, 1250 and 1450 kg DM/ha, respectively. The study was ran from Sep-

tember 10th until 9th December, animal production (daily milk yield, milk solids yield) and sward produc-

tion (pre-grazing herbage mass, post-grazing sward height, daily herbage allowance) were recorded over 

the period. 

The high peak farm cover (1450 kg DM/ha) had the greatest pre-grazing herbage mass, post-grazing sward 

height and daily herbage allowance, and the lowest silage fed, compared the low (1050 kg DM/ha) with 

the medium (1250 kg DM/ha) intermediate. There was no effect on animal production, however, there was 

a significant reduction in growth rates on the high farm cover (1450 kg DM/ha) compared to the low and 

medium which were not different.  

10th September to 9th December – 2016 - 2018: 

Niall Moloney, 2018 Young Farmer Grassland Farmer of the Year Winner: 

 “There are 16 times per week that I can make money: 14 times from milking - twice per day for 7 

days, and the other 2 times is when I walk the farm twice per week to measure grass”  

 The farm is walked weekly, and twice a week if growth is above 80 kg per day. 38 grass measure-

ments were carried out on the farm last year (PastureBase Offline App) 

 Niall always does a back calculation each time when cows leave a paddock to double check what 

covers cows are entering (166 cows X 17 kg grass= 2,800 kg DM total daily demand (4200 for 1.5 

days/ 3 grazings) – e.g. paddock size: 2.65 ha, cover 1600 @ 1.5 days/padk: = 4240 

Treatment Low Medium High 

Actual peak farm cover (kg DM/ha)  1110 1260 1435 

Average Pre-grazing yield (kg DM/ha)  1689 1818 1937 

Post-grazing sward height (cm)  3.9 4 4.1 

Average daily herbage allowance (kg DM/cow/day)  11.4 12.4 13.4 

Cumulative silage fed (kg/cow)  400 340 162 

Average daily milk yield (kg/cow/day)  13.6 13.3 13.4 

Protein content (%)  3.99 4.08 4.15 

Average daily milk solids (kg/cow/day)  1.25 1.23 1.24 


