
 

 

 

5th November 2019 

Grass10 Weekly Update  

 

Current PastureBase Ireland Performance (Last 7 Days):  

Daily Allocations/Cow:  

10 kg DM Grass, 4 kg Meal + 3 kg DM Silage 

 

Elodie Ruelle Growth Prediction: 

 Ballyhaise 13, Moorepark 17, Johnstown Castle 12,              

Clonakilty 19 (kg DM/ha) 

 

Using our PastureBase Figures: 

 We are moving closer to our target clos-

ing cover (650– 750 kg DM/ha) on Dec 

1st 

 Demand currently exceeds growth by 9 

kg DM/ha/day (63kg DM/ha/week) 

 In 7 days time, AFC will be 657 kg DM/

ha at current supplementation levels 

 Farmers that want to stay grazing until 

mid/late November will have to increase 

supplementation levels to hold AFC 

AFC Cover/LU Stocking Rate Demand Growth Pre-Grazing 

720 kg DM/ha 257 kg DM/LU 2.8 LU/ha 28 kg DM/ha 19 kg DM/ha 1500 kg DM/ha 

AFC: 695 

GR: 11 

AFC: 745 

GR: 21 AFC: 738 

GR: 21 

AFC: 710 

GR: 13 

DM%              

12.3% Moorepark 

Dealing with Wet Conditions 

Strip graze using a back fence 

(12 hr blocks)  

Be flexible– Move stock to 

graze suitable paddock on a giv-

en day– if livestock are housed 

and weather changes, be flexible 

and put livestock out grazing 

Use multiple access points 

Graze in square strips  

Hold cows in shed for an hour 

following milking (without sup-

plement) so they have an appe-

tite to graze 

At least 70% of farm should now be closed off for 

next spring– Autumn Rotation Plan 

Target Closing Cover 2019: 

Target 600– 750 kg DM/ha on Dec 

1st depending on demand for grass 

next spring  

Farms stocked at 3 LU/ha+ need 700

-750 kg DM/ha to have adequate 

grass supply for early turnout next 

spring 

Farms that have not built enough 

grass may have to start feeding silage 

to avoid running down farm cover, or 

may have to stop grazing early if 

closing cover is achieved 

Do not run down farm cover and 

compromise grass supply for next 

Grazing Infrastructure: 

 

Grazing infrastructure is essential to 

keep cows out at grass in the au-

tumn in wet weather conditions. A 

good roadway network, spur road-

ways adjoining these roadways, 

multiple access points in and out of 

paddocks and temporary fences are 

invaluable to allow grazing in the 

current difficult weather conditions. 

No farm should allow average farm cover to drop be-

low 500 kg DM/ha at any point. Running down farm 

cover any lower will reduce growth rate in November 

Heavy Soils 

Many farms on heavy soils or high 

rainfall areas have had to house 

cows early this year, due to the high 

amount of rainfall in September and 

October. It is important that these 

farms carry out a closing cover to 

identify how much grass is actually 

on the farm and start making a plan 

for next spring. 

Grass supply should be high on the-

se farms as closing started in late 

September and the whole farm was 

grazed in October. Therefore grass 

supply should be high next spring 

on these farms. 
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Teagasc National Dairy Conference 2019:  

The upcoming Teagasc National Dairy Con-

ference is using the theme “Being a Sustain-

able Dairy Farmer” to address opportunities 

and challenges that currently face dairy 

farmers in Ireland. 

Many of the topics featured at the confer-

ence will be grass related such as: 

“Increasing N use efficiency and reducing 

emissions” 

Dr. David Wall, Teagasc Johnstown Castle 

 

“Increasing N use efficiency: protected urea 

and LESS” 

Dr. William Burchill, Teagasc Moorepark 

 

“Increasing N use efficiency: white clover” 

Dr. Brian McCarthy & Dr. Deirdre Hen-

nessy, Teagasc Moorepark 

There will also be panel discussions with 

farmers who have followed different path-

ways into dairying- making discussion prac-

tical and insightful for farmers and industry 

stakeholders to attend. 

 

To register, please visit:              

www.teagasc.ie/dairycon19 

Dairy farmer Sean Barry 

from Pallasgreen Co. Limer-

ick achieved 10 grazings on 

average in 2019. He sent us 

a photo of his Grazings Per 

Paddock Per Year Board. 

 

Send us pictures of your 

board by email to:  

fergus.bogue@teagasc.ie 

john.douglas@teagasc.ie 

Twitter- @teagascgrass10 

 

Well done Sean! 


