
 

 

 

26th November 2019 

Grass10 Weekly Update  

 

Current PastureBase Ireland Performance (Last 7 Days):  

 2.5 LU/ha: Target Closing Cover: 600– 650 kg DM/ha (Dec 1st) 

 3 LU/ha: Target Closing Cover: 700-750 kg DM/ha (Dec 1st) 

Grass Growth Prediction: Elodie Ruelle Moorepark: Ballyhaise 9, 

Johnstown Castle 6, Moorepark 12, Clonakilty 11 (kg DM/ha) 

 December 1st– This is the week to carry out your closing cover! 

 Following your closing cover, look at your annual tonnage report 

on PastureBase Ireland… Look at the following: 

 Grass grown per hectare per paddock (kg DM/ha) 

 Number of grazings & silage cuts achieved per paddock 

 Divide the grass grown (for grazing) by the number of 

grazings to find out your average pregrazing yield– this 

should equal 1,400– 1,600 kg DM/ha 

 Identify the poorest performing paddocks. Is the soil 

fertility correct on these paddocks, are they being grazed 

early enough in the spring, should they be reseeded? 

These paddocks should be targeted to increase grass 

growth on farms to increase efficiency in the future 

John Murray– Grazing Coach Carrick on Suir, Co. Tipperary: 

 14,292 kg DM/ha grown on average across the farm 

 8 grazings and 1 silage cut per paddock per year 

 12,225 kg DM/ha grown for grazing 

 12,225/8= 1,528 kg DM/ha (average pregrazing yield) 

 2,067 kg DM/ha grown for silage 

 Paddocks 05, 03, 23, 13 need attention and are the lowest performing paddocks on the farm 

 Paddock 11 was the highest performing paddock on the farm. Reseeded in 2013 with Abergain monocul-

ture (recorded on PastureBase) and achieved 10 grazings and 2 silage cuts this year. This paddock has 

grown 18,607 kg DM/ha in 2019 
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Why Should I Carry Out A Closing    

Cover on PastureBase? 

 The industry benchmark for carry-

ing out a closing cover is Decem-

ber 1st. 

 By walking the farm and carrying 

out a grass measurement on this 

date, you can benchmark your 

grass supply against fellow farmers 

and start grass budgeting for the 

spring (www.pbi.ie) 

 By carrying a closing cover, an 

over-winter growth rate will be 

calculated when an opening cover 

is carried out on the farm next 

spring. Contact PBI support for 

support if needed: 0469200965  
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One Eye on Next Spring– Have You Got Fertiliser in the Yard? 

 It is noticeable that a lot of grass 

covers on farms are yellow at the 

tips and are starved in N. This means 

that it is important to have fertiliser 

in yards and to have contractors noti-

fied for spreading slurry next spring 

 The opportunities for spreading ferti-

liser N in January/February are often 

limited, so fertiliser needs to be or-

dered and in the yard 

 Now is a good time to carry out soil 

samples to identify if there are lime, 

P or K deficiencies in the soil 

 Based on soil test results, low pH 

paddocks can be targeted with lime 

next year. Soils deficient in P and K 

can be targeted with slurry and/or 

compound fertiliser to increase index levels next year 

Grass10 Grazings Per Paddock Per Year Board: 

Bernard Foley– Donoughmore, Co. Cork. . November 19th- “Closing farm cover at 533. Winter feeding in 

full swing. Here’s hoping 2020 will be as kind so we can grow as much grass again”. @TeagascGrass10 


