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Shay Phelan, 
Tillage Specialist, 
Teagasc Crops 
Environment and 
Land Use Programme.

Despite the fact that winter 
oilseed rape offers many 

grown has remained at approximately 

• Weed control – oilseed rape gives 

slowing down the development of  

a chance to control grass weeds and 

• Disease break –

next cereal crop will be grown in a 

• Three-crop rule – oilseed rape 
can help farmers to comply with the 

• Nutrition in following crop – as 

• Yield boost – most cereal crops tend 
to give higher yields after a break 

• Harvest spread – oilseed rape is 

An old friend 
Winter Oilseed Rape brings many advantages to a crop rotation and deserves 
to occupy more hectares than it currently does.

Table 1: Average Net Margin from 

Crop Net margin €/ha
Winter wheat 433
Winter Barley 408
Spring feed barley 277
Spring malting 
barley

367

Winter Oats 234
Spring Oats 300
Spring wheat 337
Winter Oilseed rape 511

may be able to get by with a smaller 

ber can be the difference between 

sowing allows the crop to establish 

in them and see potential predators 

Where pigeon grazing is prevented 

nitrogen fertiliser as the leaves of  

the lower end of  the range is for 

good establishment as the seed is very 
small and needs good soil contact 

Target 60-80 seeds 
per square metre, 

the lower end of the range is 
for hybrids, with the aim of 
establishing in the region of 
50 plants. Increase the seed 
rate once you move into 
September or if conditions 
are less than ideal. 
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Table 2 :- Phosphorus (P) & Potassium (K) Requirements for A winter Oil-
seed Rape crop yielding 5t/ha
Soil Index P (kg/ha) K (kg/ha) Suggested Fertiliser
1 55 105 550 kg 0-10-20/ha
2 45 90 450kg 0-10-20/ha
3 35 75 350kg 0-10-20/ha
4 0 0 Omit 

FARMER PROFILE
Ronan Snow, Co Dublin
Ronan Snow grows potato and ce-
reals in north Co Dublin. “About 10 
years ago we started to incorporate 
winter oilseed rape into the rota-

entry for the following cereal.

residual nutrients in the soil lower-

-
ing crops of winter wheat.” Last 
year Ronan grew 30ha of PT 256 
(Variety) which yielded 3.9 t/ha. A 

an unusual year. “We have aver-

the spring on nitrogen as pigeon 

and using crow/bird bangers last 

“The crop had a green area index 
of 1.5 in February so instead of ap-
plying 180kg in total he only used 

advisor Conor O’Callaghan.  
“The crop also received three 

-

stage to control schlerotinia.”
Ronan concludes: “I can’t speak 

winter oilseed rape in our rotation.”

can be achieved by either using the 
conventional plough and one-pass 
operation or by using a direct drill. 
Research in Teagasc Oak Park has 
shown that yield differences between 
the two systems are quite small.

Weed control
First, assess which are the predomi-

appropriate chemistry to deal with 
them. For most growers, this will 
mean a pre-emergence application of  

a herbicide usually containing pen-
dimethalin eg Nirvana, which gives 
good broad-spectrum weed control of  
broadleaved weeds. 

Where the pre-emergence timing 
is missed, there are herbicides that 
can be used. However, they tend to 
have a more limited weed spectrum. 
Grass weeds and wild oats can be 
controlled after emergence with a spe-

Falcon, Fusilade Max, Stratos Ultra, 
Centurion Max.

Autumn Fertiliser Requirements for 
Oilseed Rape (OSR) Crops 
Aim for soil pH 6.5 on mineral soils 
and if  necessary apply lime based on 
soil analysis before sowing. The crop 
has medium demand for P and K as 
shown in Table 2 for a seed yield of  
5t/ha. Consult your most recent soil 
test report and apply P and K at sow-
ing time depending on soil fertility 
levels to ensure rapid crop establish-
ment and good root development over 
the winter.  

Alternatively, the crop’s nutrient 
requirements may be supplied by 
organic manures such as farmyard 
manure, spent mushroom compost 
(SMC) or cattle slurry. Oilseeds have a 
good ability to take up nitrogen over 
the winter and this overwinter N will 
contribute to the crop’s N require-
ment in spring. 

Conor 
O’Callaghan, 
Taegasc, Kellie 
Snow and her 
father Ronan.
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