
Today’s Farm | November-December 2019 | 31  

botanic gardens
To

d
a

y’s
farm

Paddy Smith 
Teagasc College at the  
National Botanic Gardens

Observing the change of  
seasons playing out around a 
managed pond is one of  the 

nicest experiences in gardening. Wa-
ter in the garden can be calming but 
it can also be lively and refreshing. 

visually stunning. 

are soon impaired by falling leaves 
which settle on the water surface 

potentially impacting water quality. 
High nutrient entry in the form of  
organic matter allows algae to thrive 
resulting in high levels of  sediment 
and the need for extra maintenance. 

required at this time of  year.  

which can target every nook and 
cranny of  a pond but a little planning 
and elbow grease goes a long way 

Preventing entry
Removing plant debris before it 

-
ture is essential. Decomposing leaves 
and other organic matter infuse the 

-
-

even burnout due to the pump run-
ning dry.  

long way to preventing pump and 
-

ing water quality. A pond pliers is 
a useful garden tool to have in your 

larger debris may be too awkward for 
netting. 

remove plant remnants before they 

can also be installed with little fuss 

For a golden pond
…you need to do a little maintenance

and without impairing the aesthetic 
value of  the water feature. 

Pumps 
A good pump can be the heartbeat of  
a healthy pond and they are usually 

very important to keep moving parts 

can lead to blocked inlets.
Always make sure the pump is 

checking to see that the rotor is able 
to move freely. Pump shields (porous 
netting) can be installed around near-
ly all kinds of  submersible pumps. 

newts and other wildlife getting 
caught in the pump. 

deepest part of  the reservoir where 
sediments will naturally accumu-
late. Regular maintenance is key to 
maintaining water quality. A little 
maintenance undertaken at this time 
of  year will be rewarded with a well-
functioning water feature during the 
coming year.

Autumn and early 
winter is a danger-
ous time for water 
pumps, plant mate-
rial falling into your 
water feature or or-
ganic matter growing 
in the water can clog 
up the moving parts. 
A little maintenance 
now will ensure 
your pump keeps  
functioning to its 
optimum.
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