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Headlines

• Winter wheat is a various stages of flag leaf emergence. 
There are variations between crops and even within crops 
but the target for fungicide application is when the flag leaf 
is fully emerged. Disease levels are increasing with septoria 
evident on leaf three. Yellow rust is a significant challenge in 
susceptible varieties.  

• Final fungicides have been applied to most of the winter 
barley. Disease levels are low but rhynco and ramularia 
has appeared in recent days. Winter barley has good yield 
potential despite some variations within crops. 

• Spring cereal establishment is excellent this year. Many crops 
are starting to show trace element deficiencies in recent days 
which is being aggravated by dry soils. Disease control will 
commence this week.

• Maize planting is complete and the forecast is that last year’s 
area has been maintained. Fodder beet area is expected to be 
back to pre-2018 levels.  

 

 
All information is provided as a guideline only. The definitive information 
is on the product label which should be read and adhered to before using 
or recommending products.
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Photos of the Moment

Magnesium deficiency in spring barley Crown rust in winter oats

Many winter wheat crops will be at flag  
leaf fully emerged this week

Winter barley has good yield potential this year 
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Winter barley has good potential this year although there 
is some variation within crops. Growth stages vary from 
awn emergence to fully headed out. Final fungicides are 
nearly completed where ramularia has been the main 
target. 

Winter Wheat
Crops are now at the flag leaf stage which is the critical 
stage for disease control. Septoria pressure has increased 
and most crops have septoria on leaf four. The threat 
from yellow rust has remained all season and it has been 
detected in all parts of the country.  Fertiliser applications 
should be complete at this stage.

Winter Oats
Winter oats growth stages vary from flag leaf to panicle 
emergence. This is a critical period for panicle/grain 
development and stressing the crop at this stage can 
compromise yield. Disease control has been challenging 
particularly in the south where crown rust has been 
difficult to control. Target final fungicide at panicle 
emergence. 

Winter Oil Seed Rape
Crops are now at late petal fall stage and are at the 
beginning of pod filling. Crops seem to have good potential 
but it remains to be seen how well the pods fill.
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Early planted beans are at first flower buds visible stage. 
Leaf notching from bean weevil is widespread. Chocolate 
spot infection is low but there are several reports of 
downy mildew. 

Spring Cereals
Establishment of spring cereals is excellent this year. 
Growth stages in spring barley range from 2-3 leaf 
stage to late tillerng in early sown crops. Trace element 
deficiencies have appeared in recent days and have been 
aggravated by dry conditions. Low levels of rhynco are 
evident in some early sown crops and these crops will 
receive their first fungicide this week. 

Maize
Maize sowing is complete and reports suggest that area 
is similar to 2018. Farm to farm trade was successful in 
2018 and as a result many farmers have set up similar 
agreements this year.  

Spring Oilseed Rape
Spring oilseed rape are generally at two true pairs of true 
leaves, pest damage levels are quite low and the weed 
levels are also quite low as a result of the dry weather. 
Crops will have to be monitored to see if the weed burden 
increases.  
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Planting of the main crop potatoes is now finished. Weed 
control in some crops has been completed but for most 
crops will be carried out in the coming weeks. Blight 
control strategies will need to be implemented in the 
coming weeks on early planted crops.

Fodder Beet
Fodder beet is in the ground at this stage and growth 
stages vary from emergence to 4 pairs of true leaves. 
Overall stands are good but capping has been an issue 
where heavy rain fell after sowing. Weed control will be 
the priority over the next few weeks. 

Grassland Weed 
Control
Adoption of an Integrated Pest Management (IPM) 
approach where cultural control methods are considered 
before the use of pesticides is essential to sustainable 
weed control in grassland. 



Teagasc ConnectEd
Head Office, Oak Park, Carlow.

Email: connected@teagasc.ie
Web: www.teagasc.ie/connected
Tel: 076 111 3510

http://www.teagasc.ie/connected

