
Teagasc will run a nationwide series of forestry 

advisory clinics from January 20-31, promoting 

the establishment and management of forestry as 

a sustainable and rewarding land use on Irish 

farms. These one-to-one clinics will be held in 

Teagasc offices around the country on specific 

dates, where a consultation with an experienced 

forestry adviser can be arranged by appointment. 

Over the past 25 years, 23,000 landowners (83% 

are farmers) have converted some of their land to 

forestry, creating a sustainable and 

complementary farm resource. Well-planned and 

sustainably managed forests can provide 

commercial, environmental and recreational 

opportunities.  

There are many attractive planting options and 

models available for farmers and landowners, 

each with significant potential to deliver 

according to specific needs. As well as providing 

a resource to protect and enhance the local 

environment, forestry has a significant role to 

play in enhancing farm viability, optimising the 

use of marginal land, facilitating tax efficiency 

and assisting in retirement planning.  

A land use change to forestry, like any new farm 

enterprise, will raise many questions.  

A consultation with your Teagasc forestry adviser 

will provide independent and objective advice, 

empowering you to make informed decisions on 

many relevant issues including the following: 

■ opportunities for farmers and other 

landowners under the Forestry Programme 

2014-2020; 

■ available grants and premiums; 

■ interaction with other farm schemes, e.g., 

Basic Payment Scheme (BPS), Green Low-

carbon Agri-environment Scheme (GLAS); 

■ how forestry can improve farm income and 

the environment; 

■ how to apply and get the job done right first 

time; and, 

■ harvesting and timber sales. 
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County           Teagasc office     Eircode           Date                                  Contact for               Adviser 
                                                                                                                  appointment  

Carlow            Oak Park              R93 XE12        Friday, January 24              059-918 3555           Frances McHugh 

Cavan             Ballyhaise             H12 E392       Tuesday, January 21           049-433 8300           Kevin O’Connell 

Clare               Ennis                    V95 R889       Wednesday, January 22      065-682 8676           Michael Somers 

Cork               Mallow                P51 NF82       Tuesday, January 21           022-21 936               John Casey 

Cork               Skibbereen           P81 AR23        Thursday, January 23          028-21 888               John Casey 

Donegal          Ballybofey            F93 R853        Tuesday, January 28           074-913 1189           Steven Meyen 

Dublin            Kinsealy               D17 K231       Wednesday, January 22      01-845 9026             Frances McHugh 

Galway           Ballinasloe            H53 HX21      Tuesday, January 28           090-964 2456           Noel Kennedy 

Kerry               Tralee                   V92 V0HT       Thursday, January 30          066-712 5077           Jonathan Spazzi  

Kildare            Naas                    W91 HP38      Wednesday, January 29      045-879 203             Liam Kelly 

Kilkenny          Kilkenny               R95 RX30       Monday, January 27           056-772 1153           Michael Somers 

Laois              Portlaoise             R32 CF21       Monday, January 27           057-862 1326           Liam Kelly 

Leitrim            Mohill                  N41 W580      Thursday, January 30          071-963 1076           Steven Meyen 

Limerick          Newcastlewest     V42 DY03       Tuesday, January 21           069-61 444               Jonathan Spazzi 

Longford        Longford              N39 T180      Wednesday, January 22      043-334 1021           Liam Kelly 

Louth              Dundalk               A91 PVW4      Thursday, January 30          042-933 2263           Kevin O’Connell 

Mayo              Claremorris          F12 Y0T4        Thursday, January 23          094-937 1360           Noel Kennedy 

Meath             Navan                  C15 NR79      Tuesday, January 28           046-902 1792           Kevin O’Connell 

Monaghan      Monaghan           H18 Y563       Thursday, January 23          047-81 188               Kevin O’Connell 

Offaly              Tullamore            R35 TP60        Tuesday, January 21           057-932 1405           Liam Kelly  

Roscommon   Castlerea              F45 NW99      Tuesday, January 21           094-962 0160           Noel Kennedy 

Sligo               Ballymote            F56 A585        Wednesday, January 29      071-918 3369           Steven Meyen 

Tipperary        Thurles                 E41 AK40        Monday, January 20           0504-21 777             Michael Somers 

Waterford       Dungarvan          X35 PF60        Tuesday, January 28           058-41 211               John Casey 

Westmeath     Mullingar             N91 PK10       Friday, January 24              044-934 0721           Liam Kelly 

Wexford          Enniscorthy          Y21 ED27       Tuesday, January 21           053-923 9210           Frances McHugh 

Wicklow          Tinahely               Y14 AN20       Thursday, January 23          0402-38 171             Frances McHugh
 

Although the emphasis for the upcoming clinics is 

on new planting, existing forest owners, regardless 

of what stage their forest is at, can also avail of this 

opportunity to pick up valuable management tips. 

Prior booking of a one-to-one forestry consultation 

is essential.  

To book your free consultation, please see Table 1 

for contact details. Please bring maps and other 

relevant information on the day to optimise the 

advisory experience and outcome. These clinics 

provide an ideal opportunity to get answers to 

your forestry questions – don’t miss it! 

Table 1: Teagasc Forestry contact details.

*All consultations will take place during business hours in the local Teagasc advisory office. 
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There is a growing 

appreciation of the role trees 

play in overall farm 

sustainability.  

The following outlines where 

tree planting opportunities 

occur around the farm and 

some things to take into 

consideration  

to ensure the right tree is in 

the right place: 

■ area greater than 0.1ha – 

may qualify for a grant – 

contact your local forestry 

adviser (see Table 1); 

■ lanes, farmyard and 

roadsides – choose trees for their colour, 

size, shape (distance from building = 

expected tree height); 

■ trees in hedgerows/field corners – avoid 

planting at regular spacing; avoid planting 

heavy shading trees, e.g., beech, 

sycamore; 

■ streams and riverbanks – may be grant 

aided – consider any environmental 

designation – very important for wildlife 

corridors, water quality – leave some open 

sections, minimise soil disturbance when 

planting; 

■ parkland, e.g., oak, beech, lime and 

sycamore (long lifespan, attractive shape 

and colour) – use standard trees for 

immediate impact and fence off; and, 

■ shelterbelts – plant directly across the 

prevailing wind direction. Effective belt 

should have multiple rows of mixed trees 

(some conifers, e.g., scots pine to 

contribute to winter shelter). 

 

What trees?: 
■ native trees are better for wildlife; 

■ plant as many species as possible; and, 

■ be guided by what trees are present and 

grow best in your area. 

 

Exposure tolerance (from high to low): 

mountain ash; sycamore; beech; scots  

pine; oak; birch; wild cherry; chestnut;  

and, willow. 

 
Tree height 
■ 10m-15m: crab apple; hazel; rowan; 

whitebeam; and, wild cherry. 

■ 25m-30m: birch; alder; lodgepole pine; 

beech; oak; and, scots pine. 

■ 40m-50m: sitka spruce; and, lime. 

Finding room on your farm for trees

Native trees such as oak are better for wildlife.



For further information on any issues raised in this newsletter, or to access other 
enterprise newsletters, please contact your local Teagasc adviser or see www.teagasc.ie.
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RESEARCH UPDATE

Tree breeding enabling the selection of faster-

growing trees with desirable traits has the 

potential to increase productivity, carbon 

sequestration and storage, and increase the 

output of sawn timber for the forestry sector in 

Ireland. However, tree breeding is a long-term 

process as trees mature slowly (30-40 years). This 

means it takes many years to test and produce 

improved material. 

The Irish Sitka Spruce Tree Improvement 

Programme (ISSTIP) has been in operation for 

several decades, and has selected distinct 

individuals that form a breeding population whose 

progeny produce a greater yield of timber 

compared to unimproved trees, but to date no 

genetic characterisation of these individuals has 

been carried out. 

Genomic selection 

offers the potential to 

accelerate the 

selection of improved 

progeny by identifying 

markers in a genome 

that indicate whether 

an individual will have 

desirable traits without 

having to wait for the 

traits to manifest. 

Genetic 

characterisation of the 

Irish sitka spruce would therefore help to ensure 

continued improvement of the Irish population,  

as well as ensure that selection carried out so far  

is justified.  

The GENESIS project is composed of three tasks 

focused on establishing a platform for the 

genomic selection of improved sitka spruce: 

phenotyping ISSTIP material; developing a 

genotyping platform for sitka spruce populations; 

and, assessing the viability of genomics-based 

breeding strategies. 

 

The outputs of the project should enable the 
following: 
■ more intensive selection criteria for improved 

sitka spruce; 

■ assessment of wood quality of superior trees; 

■ the creation of a collection of genetic markers 

related to sitka spruce diversity and 

performance; 

■ origin and genetic diversity extent in breeding 

population as indicated by International Union 

of Forest Research Organizations (IUFRO) 

collection; 

■ seed orchard efficiency; and, 

■ assessment of potential drought and pest 

resilience in the ISSTIP. 

 

Dr Niall Farrelly 
Email: niall.farrelly@teagasc.ie 

Improving sitka spruce with genomics

The genomic evaluation for the sustainable improvement of sitka spruce (GENESIS) project  
co-ordinated by Dr Niall Farrelly of Teagasc, is a collaboration between scientists from Teagasc, 
UCD Forestry, Trinity College, NUI Galway, the National Botanic Gardens and Coillte.
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Genetic selection can 
improve yield.


