
Timber harvesting is a process with many

moving parts. Forest owners need to ask the

right questions prior to both thinning and

clearfelling in order to maximise their forests’

potential. 

Teagasc's Forestry Development Department

runs these annual timber marketing days to

give forest owners the opportunity to meet

with and ask questions of timber buyers,

harvesting contractors and foresters (Table 1). 

Both events will include an outdoor

demonstration organised by Forestry

Industries Ireland (FII). 

Participants will have the opportunity to view

and discuss the quality of timber required by

Irish sawmills. Talking Timber events are

organised by Teagasc with the co-operation of

the Irish timber industry and the Department

of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (DAFM).

Typical forest owner questions include:
How do I prepare my crop for harvesting?

What can I expect from my crop?

Who is doing what, when, how and

for whom?

Which deal suits me best?

Each event will include:
� timber display;

� short conference presentations by Teagasc,

DAFM, tax experts and forest owners; and,

� networking opportunities.
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Conifer timber marketing events – “Making the most cents out of harvesting”

June 11 – Charleville Park Hotel, Charleville, Co. Cork 
June 13 – Abbeyleix Manor Hotel, Abbeyleix, Co. Laois 
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Table 1: Event schedule.
Time                                Topic 

09.30am                          Registration and networking

10.00am                          Outdoor FII presentation – log and timber products display

10.45am                          Coffee and networking

11.30am                          Short presentations from Teagasc, DAFM, tax expert and forest owner

12.30pm                          Q&A

1.00pm-2.30pm              Attendees have an opportunity to network with timber buyers

Participants will get to view
sample timber of the quality
sawmills require.

Summer in your woods!

Vegetation
For young trees, competing vegetation can be a

real challenge. Inadequate vegetation control can

result in poor tree growth, and increased tree

mortality, with potential loss of timber yield and

value. Chemical vegetation control involves the

sustainable use of herbicides to control vegetation

that is competing directly with young trees. If

vegetation is allowed to grow tall, chemical

control may not be feasible and manual

cleaning might be required. 

Shaping broadleaves
Shaping is the process of removing forks and

very large competing side branches of young

Registration will be at 9.30am on each day. 

These events are free and all are welcome to

attend. Both events will commence at 10.00am

and finish at 2:30pm.

For further details (Cork) – Contact: John Casey –

T: 087-224 2283 E: john.casey@teagasc.ie

For further details (Laois) – Contact: Liam Kelly –

T: 087-909 0495 E: liam.kelly@teagasc.ie 

Summer presents an opportunity to carry out specific management tasks in
your woods or simply to just get out and enjoy them!
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Upcoming forestry events
All our events are

free and open to all

(Table 2). 

To keep up to date

with details of

events as they are

confirmed, please

subscribe 

to our forestry 

e-newsletter at:

www.teagasc.ie/cro

ps/forestry/forestry-

e-news. Learn about the latest developments in forestry at our free events.

broadleaves in order to eventually produce long

straight lengths of timber. In general, the best

time to shape broadleaves is during the summer

months (shaping can also be carried out in

winter). Good quality secateurs should be used

or loppers and a pruning saw if shaping is left

late. 

Fire
Dry summer weather can increase the risk of

fires dramatically. The presence of dry

vegetation, together with an increased number

of people walking and lighting BBQs in woods

can be a dangerous combination. A fire plan

should be in place so that you and the fire

services can react quickly to a fire. Forest

insurance should also be in place to cover the

cost of fire services and to replace damaged

forest if required.

Harvesting
Although most harvesting machines are

designed to limit the impact they have on the

forest floor and access routes, it makes sense to

harvest during dry weather to further limit this

impact. For small sites, a forest road may not

exist and adjacent land must be dry to reduce

damage while extracting timber. A felling licence

must be in place so harvesting can commence

when conditions are at their optimum. 

Enjoy!
Many forest owners and their families take

great pleasure from having a forest on their

farm. Young forests very quickly become a

haven for wild life and are a great place for a

peaceful walk. 

It’s a good idea to maintain good access to

your woods. A simple stile over a fence,

strimming a path through a young forest, and

cutting inspection paths through conifer

woods all facilitate ‘keeping an eye on’ the

development of your trees but also make it a

place to relax and enjoy. 
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For further information on any issues raised in this newsletter, or to access other
enterprise newsletters, please contact your local Teagasc adviser or see www.teagasc.ie.
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Date              Event                                                                                    Location

June 11           Talking Timber – timber marketing event                                   Charleville Park Hotel,

and                 (see page 1 for details)                                                               Charleville, Co. Cork

June 13                                                                                                              Abbeyleix Manor Hotel,

                                                                                                                          Abbeyleix, Co. Laois

June 26           Forestry presence at the Crops Open Day                               Teagasc, Oak Park, 

                                                                                                                          Co. Carlow 

July 10            Broadleaf Management Event                                                  Meet at John Lockes 

                      This event will focus on the management of ash                        GAA, Callan, 

                      woodlands in the context of ash dieback and                             Co. Kilkenny

                      available support schemes.

August 11      Forestry and Sustainable Living section – Tullamore Show     Tullamore, 

                      Organised by Teagasc’s Forestry Development Department,       Co. Offaly

                      the Forestry and Sustainable Living Section at the show is 

                      composed of a large outdoor trade area. It will 

                      showcase all facets of Ireland’s rapidly developing farm 

                      forestry and renewable energy sectors.                                        

August 20      Forestry presence at Energy in Agriculture event                    Gurteen College,

                      Ireland’s largest energy event for the farming community          Co. Tipperary

                      returns to Gurteen. Teagasc’s Forestry Development 

                      Department will be present to discuss opportunities for 

                      renewable energy through forestry.

                                                                                                                          

September    Forestry presence at the National Ploughing Championships     Fenagh, Co. Carlow

17-19              The Teagasc Forestry Development Department will be at 

                      the Co. Carlow ploughing to discuss forestry with attendees,

                      whether to answer queries relating to new planting or 

                      management, or present the latest forest research.

Table 2: Forestry event details.
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