
 

 

9th April 2019 

Grass10 Weekly Update  

 

Current PastureBase Ireland Performance:  

Daily Allocations per Cow:  

 13 kg DM Grass &  3.5 kg concentrates  

Growth Prediction Model Moorepark: 

 Moorepark: 49 kg DM/ha/day 

 Johnstown Castle: 50 kgDM/ha/day 

 Clonakilty: 41 kg DM/ha/day 

 Donegal: 46 kg DM/ha/day 

 

Grazing Tips for the Week: 

 Walk the farm. Monitor: Average Farm Cover (AFC), cover on 

the paddock to start the 2nd rotation (where it’s not already start-

ed) and finally growth vs demand- if a farmer is growing 38 kg 

DM/ha/day (average PBI growth rate over last 4 years) and de-

mand is 48 kg DM/ha/day– the AFC will fall by 10 kg DM/ha/

day or by 70 kg DM/ha per week. Where farmers have high farm 

covers (AFC: 800 kg DM+) at 3 LU/ha, there is enough grass on 

the farm to drop the AFC by this amount– 

1-2 kg meal/cow/day only 

 Where AFC is 550– 600 kg DM/ha, de-

mand must equal growth to hold farm cov-

er e.g. growth rate of 38 kgDM/ha 

(average PBI growth rate over last 4 

years), 3 cows/ha. Demand should equal: 

38/3= 12.5 kg DM grass/cow/day. In this 

case the farmer should feed 4 kg meal and 

12.5 kgDM grass/cow/day to maintain 

AFC 

 The 2nd rotation should start with 1,400 

kgDM/ha on the 1st grazed paddock and a 

cover of 180 kg DM/LU. E.g. 180 kg DM/

cow X 3 cows/ha= 540 kg DM/ha. Higher 

stocking rate farms will need a higher 

AFC to start the 2nd round. E.g. 4 cows/ha 

X 180 kgDM/LU= 720 kgDM/ha  

 Keep fertiliser programme up-to-date and use sulphur (1-1.5t DM/ha in the summer). Use protected 

Urea to achieve N requirements  

 

 

Location Moorepark 

Cover 1200 kgDM/ha 

DM% 20% 

AFC Cover/LU Stocking Rate Demand Growth 

758 kg DM/ha 244 kg DM/LU 3.1 LU/ha 40 kg DM/ha 28 kg DM/ha 

Heavy soils farmer Danny Bermingham currently has an 

average farm cover of 852 kgDM/ha (342 kgDM/LU). 30 

heifers have joined cows on the milking platform and 

Danny may have to cut bales to start the 2nd rotation. 

Turn over for info on upcoming GFOY event. 

AFC: 832 

GR: 25 

AFC:767 

GR: 30 

AFC: 748 

GR: 26 

AFC: 754 

GR: 27 

*Make sure that cows have 

enough Magnesium in the diet. 

Where low levels of concen-

trates are being fed– feed a 

high mineral nut or feed mag-

nesium elsewhere (e.g. flakes 

in water). If  Magnesium is 

deficient in a cows diet, grass 

tetany is a risk. 

Farmers were typically 

using 12 hr grazing 

bouts throughout the 

spring, however many 

farmers have moved to 

24-36 hr grazing bouts 

over the last 7 days 

(particularly where 

heavy covers are all 

grazed). Make sure not 

to compromise residu-

als in this transition 
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Requirements for 1st Cut Silage: 

 P and K application (slurry 

and/or chemical fertiliser) 

should have been applied 

in March. Some of the N 

should also have been ap-

plied in March 

 Second application of N is 

now required to reach the 

units in the table (right) 

 Where P and K require-

ments have not been met, 

N should be spread in 

compounds to meet the Phosphorus and Potassium requirements 

 N should include Sulphur (target 10 units/acre) 

 

Grassland Farmer of the Year Winners 2018 Upcoming Events:  

 

Danny Bermingham: Heavy Land Category Winner:  

 The farm has a mixture of peat soil & clay soils with poor 

drainage and is in an area of high rainfall (1250mm/annum). 

 Grazing season length is roughly 230- 240 days- has steadily 

increased from below 200 days 

 Growing 11.5-12.5t DM/ha per annum 

 

John Macnamara: Dairy Category Winner and Overall Grassland Farmer of the Year Award Winner: 

 Since 2014 this farm has 

produced 15 t DM/ha on 

average  

 42 grass walks were com-

pleted on the farm last year 

(uploaded on PastureBase 

Ireland) 

 Grazing season length is 

290 days per year (mixed 

soil) 

 Milk solids have increased 

by 80 kg MS/cow since 

2014 on this farm  

 “Our farm management is 

simply made up of three 

critical pieces- grass, people 

and cows. There is nothing 

fancy to what we do, but 

what we do we try and do 

right. We make sure that we 

review and set achievable 

targets for ourselves”- John 

Macnamara  

. 


