
 

 

9th July 2019 

Grass10 Weekly Update  

 

Current PastureBase Ireland Performance (Last 7 Days):  

Daily Allocations/Cow:  

 15.8 kg DM grass & 2 kg concentrates  

 

Elodie Ruelle Growth Prediction: 

 Ballyhaise 68, Moorpark 64, Johnstown 34 (kg DM/ha) 

 Socking rate: SR has dropped in the last 7 days to 3.4 LU/ha 

as silage ground becomes available for grazing on farms 

 Target: 160-180 kg DM/LU for this week 

 Keep spreading N to maintain grass quality on farms 

 

Moorepark Open Day 2019: 

AFC Cover/LU Stocking Rate Demand Growth Pre-Grazing 

700 kg DM/ha 205 kg DM/LU 3.4 LU/ha 54 kg DM/ha 64 kg DM/ha 1,559 kg DM/ha 

AFC: 700 

GR: 70 

AFC:695 

GR: 60 

AFC: 698 

GR: 64 

AFC: 710 

GR: 65 

Grass10- Take Home Messages From the Grazing Demo 

Enter ideal grazing covers (1,400-1,500 kg DM/ha): 

 Maximise milk solids per cow 

 Livestock can graze down to target residuals 

 Regrowth is quicker and more grass is grown as a 

result 

Residuals: Graze down to 4 cm to have quality grass for the 

next rotation. Milk yield will not be negatively effected 

when residuals of 4 cm are being achieved every rotation 

Let the cows do the work: The most efficient system for 

farmers to operate is for cows to enter the ideal pregrazing 

yield and meet residuals of 4 cm. There are no extra costs or 

labour in the system such as premowing or topping. 

Heavy covers: Grazing heavy covers will negatively effect 

milk production, cows won’t be able to graze to target resid-

uals and regrowth will be slower. Heavy covers should be 

baled so that target pregrazing of 1,400 kg DM/ha is main-

tained 

Clover: Clover swards have shown to increase milk solids 

production per cow (+30 kg MS/cow) and grass grown per 

hectare (+800 kg DM) in recent Teagasc research. Farmers 

must be aware of the management differences when incor-

porating clover into the sward (e.g. avoiding bloat etc.) 

Michael O’Donovan, Head of Grassland, Teagasc–  

“Better nutrient use efficiency is directly linked with 

better grazing management on Irish farms”– utilise the 

grass that you grow on your farm to increase          

efficiency. Turn grass into milk solids and put silage in 

the yard. 

Areas that have received rain Areas that have not received rain 

Experiencing very high growth 

rates 

Are suffering from soil moisture 

deficit and therefore are experienc-

ing low growth rates  

E.g. Ballyhaise, Cavan achieved a 

growth rate of 104 kg DM/ha last 

week 

E.g. Johnstown dairy achieved a 

growth rate of 38 kg DM/ha last 

week 

DM% Moorepark: 

17.5%  
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Soil Moisture Deficit– Actions if Growth Declines:  

Some areas are experiencing a soil moisture deficit. To the right is a graph from Met Eireann indicating 

soil moisture deficits on moderately drained soils. Growth will slow down at 25mm+ (1 inch). Growth rate 

is significantly reduced at 50mm (2 inches) or more. A proactive approach must be adopted to tackle the 

decline in growth rate on these farms. If growth rates decline on your farm, take the following action:  

 Walk the farm. Continue to measure grass in this period. Grass 

is the primary source of feed on our farms. It is important to 

quantify how much grass is on the farm and to maximise utili-

sation. Avoid under-estimating covers as dry matter is very 

high. Supplementation should be secondary to utilising grass 

that is available on our farms (supplement, don’t substitute).  

 If growth is declining on the farm, take action early to avoid 

running down the farm cover. By holding farm cover, you will 

“protect” growth rate on the farm and keep a level of grass in 

the diet. Minimum AFC: 550 kg DM/ha. 

 Farmers can reduce demand by grazing paddocks that were 

intended for silage. Grazing this ground with a strip wire and 

back fence can extend the rotation and supplement the feed 

deficit. A dairy farmer can strip graze this area by night and 

graze the grazing platform area by day to maintain a balanced 

diet.  

 Any increase in supplement should depend on growth rate and 

the current demand on the farm. E.g. Growth: 50, 3.5 cows per 

hectare: 50/3.5= 14 kg grass (+4 kg concentrates)/cow  

 Every farm should be meeting residuals of 4 cm. Not achieving 

residuals in this period is unacceptable. Avoid topping as its 

wasting feed available to livestock and will also inhibit re-

growth on these paddocks.  

 Hold rotation length at 21+ days to hold farm cover and keep 

grass in the diet. Where growth rates are 40 kg DM/ha or less, 

a 25+ day rotation (by the proportion of the farm grazed each 

day) must be achieved. E.g. 100 acre farm should graze no 

more than 4 acres/day. The gap must be filled with feed 

 Sale of surplus stock may also need to be considered . These 

animals are eating valuable feed on the farm and are low profit 

animals.  

 Fertiliser N application should continue in a “green drought” 

until 25 days has passed without rain.  

 Water intake of animals will double where grass is dry and 

meal are being fed.  

 

 

Below: Soil Moisture Deficits on 
Moderately Drained Soils (07-07-19) 

Source: Met Eireann 

Make sure to use LESS 

techniques if spreading 

slurry to minimise N 

losses during the mid-

season! 


