
 

 

12th February 2019 

Grass10 Weekly Update  

 

Current PastureBase Ireland Performance:  

Daily Allocations: Farmers at grass are currently feeding: 

 7 kgDM Grass  

 3 kgDM Concentrates & 2 kgDM Silage  

There were 409 grass measurements recorded on PastureBase in the last 7 days, 

bringing the number of opening covers to 1,509 for the country so far in 2019. Due to the increase in 

soil temperatures and dry weather forecast, growth rate is projected to increase to 15-20 kgDM/ha/day 

this week. Grass supply on farms is good, so livestock need to get out grazing and supplementation lev-

els minimised. What should be monitored in February? - Area Grazed & Average Farm Cover  

 

Weather Forecast: 

Weather forecast is excellent for the next 7 days. See the 

following 5 tips on how to capitalise on the good weather: 

1. Where livestock have been housed, livestock need to 

get out grazing. Lower cost, less workload and in-

crease production. Milk solids increase and liveweight 

gains increase on grass compared to silage                                           

2. Minimise supplementation levels (particularly silage) 

and maximise grass intake while weather permits 

3. Where there is no N spread on the grazing platform, 

now is the ideal chance to spread N 

4. Graze heavier areas (clay/peat soils) on the farm while 

conditions are dry. Maximise grass utilisation and 

minimise damage. Let livestock out to areas suscepti-

ble to damage by day and a dryer paddock by night to minimise any risk 

5. Take this opportunity to get slurry out on low covers on your farm. Follow grazed areas with 

slurry. Use a trailing shoe on higher grass covers up to 1200 kgDM/ha  

 

Ballyhaise College Dairy Herd Update: 

Ballyhaise is a late/heavy farm in Co. Cavan. See the following grazing plan for the spring on this farm. 

Farm manager Barry Reilly and PhD student Louise Cahill know that grazing in spring will lead to in-

creased profit on this farm: 

 Small numbers calved to date but should have enough numbers to go to grass full time towards 

the end of the week (bulling heifers were turned out today on the heifer block) 

 Average Farm Cover: 1100 kgDM/ha (unusual year as AFC is usually around 800-900 kgDM/ha) 

 First Paddocks: 800-900 kg covers will be grazed first 

to get through area (vital for start of 2nd rotation) 

 Spring Rotation Plan: 30% grazed by the 7-10th of 

March, 60% by the 25th of March and Finish the 1st 

round by the 10th-15th of April 

 Supplementation: Due to high farm covers this year, 

cows will be fed 3 kg of concentrates. Weather per-

mitting we hope to fill the remainder of the diet with 

grass. There is enough grass on farm to graze day and 

night with 3kg meal alone 

 Nitrogen: Half a bag of Urea/acre- blanket spread this 

week on the whole farm. We got very little slurry out 

due to high covers The plan is to spread a full bag of 

Urea again around the 20th of March 

Location Moorepark 

DM% 16.5% 

Average Farm Cover Growth 

960 kgDM/ha 9 kgDM/ha 
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Grazing in Clongowes Wood College, Co. Kildare: 

Farm manager John Trant has cows out day and night 

and plans to stay out for the remainder of the spring: 

 Average farm cover is 1,150 kgDM/ha 

 Cows turned out day and night as they calve 

 Cows are being allocated 2.5 kg concentrates per 

day and 9kgDM grass  

 No silage in the diet of a milking cow to maxim-

ise milk solids and reduce cost of production 

 35 units N/acre applied 

 Strip grazing in 12hr blocks with a back-fence to 

protect regrowths 

 Over 120 cows are calved on the farm today 

(roughly 33% of the herd). The farm is calving 

down 360 cows on 117ha on the milking plat-

form (3.1 LU/ha on MP) 

 If the weather turns really wet, cows will go to 

the paddocks ear-marked for reseeding this year, 

so that no new pastures will be damaged.  

 All heifers out grazing 

 Cows are being conditioned to graze out pad-

docks well at the beginning of the grazing sea-

son. Grazing out paddocks well (3.5-4cm) will: 

1.  increase grass quality for the 2nd rotation and 

subsequent rotations 

2. lead to greater milk solids production 

 

 

 

 

The PastureBase Checklist for the Spring:  

 Opening Cover– establish the amount of grass on the 

farm 

 Spring Rotation Plan– allocate the amount of area to be 

grazed every week for the 1st rotation 

 Feed/Grass budget– Budget grass and meal allocations 

for livestock to have adequate grass for the 2nd rotation 

(this year- high amount of grass so low amounts of meal 

can be fed) 

 Discussion Group– Make sure to send invites to your 

discussion group members to benchmark your perfor-

mance against each other 

 Covers in Feb/March– Make sure to walk your farm 

regularly in February and March to monitor farm cover 

and growth rates.  

Right: Michael Curtin has his head in the game! Well done. 

Key Quote by John Trant 

“I plan to achieve 500 kgMS/cow, with 500 kg meal 

by my 500 kg cow in 2019 through quality grass. 

You cannot manage something you don’t measure” 

Michael Curtin- Dairy Farmer: 

“Opening cover done, plenty of grass and   

solid ground. January urea working well! 

@PastureBase updates making it all much 

easier!” 


