Grass10 Weekly Update
12th March 2019

Current PastureBase Ireland Performance:
Average Farm Cover

Growth

Demand

937 kgDM/ha
15 kgDM/ha
23 kgDM/ha
Daily Allocations per Cow:
Location
Moorepark

11 kg DM Grass & 4 kg concentrates & 1.5 kg silage

20% of grass covers are being recorded on the PastureBase offline app
DM%
13% (9am)

We encouraged all farmers to download the app from the App Store
(iPhones) or Google Play (Androids) and start using it
16% (3pm)

There is an extra two weeks grass on farms today when compared with 1st
March 2018 (20% increase)

Grass growth rates are up 60% this week compared to
the same week in 2018
Grazing Tips for the Week:

Supplementation levels must reduce (take silage out
of diet and reduce meal) to start the 2nd rotation in
time (enough grass on farms to graze day and night
with 3 kg concentrates)

Farmers that have applied 23 units N/acre in January/
early February should put out 40 units of N when
given an opportunity, & especially where high covers exist to encourage greater regrowth. On low
index soils, this should be in the form of a compound fertiliser like 18-6-12. Early P will increase
spring growth, promote tillering and aid in the recovery of damaged swards.

If weather conditions are wet, make sure to strip graze and back-fence grazed areas. A cow can take
in 90% of her overall intake in two 3hr grazing bouts, so on-off grazing can help maximise the
proportion of grass in the diet. Graze lower covers in
wet weather conditions and move to the driest areas
of the farm to maximise grass utilisation
Grass Growth Prediction:
Elodie Ruelle is a researcher based in Moorepark who has
developed a grass growth prediction model for Ireland as
part of a collaborative study with INRA in France. This
information is generated largely from PastureBase Ireland
and Met Eireann data. Predicted growth rates vary from 1240 kg/ha for the week ahead (average of 25 kg/ha).
St. Patrick’s Day key to assess grazing situation
The Spring Rotation Plan works to make sure we have
grass in the diet of the animal everyday of the first rotation
and set the farm up to have enough quality grass coming
back to start the 2nd rotation. But it won’t tell us what the
growth is like on the first paddocks grazed, which will
determine what grass will be available for the start of the
2nd rotation. The only way to know is get out and walk the
farm, do an AFC and check regrowth levels on the first
grazed paddocks. E.g. 40ha farm, Avg 110 cows grazing
Mar, AFC 1000kgDM/Ha, Avg Growth Mar 20 kgDM/Ha
& Avg Demand Mar 40 kgDM/Ha = Drop in AFC of 140
kgDM/Ha per week until end Mar (as 40-20=20kgDM/Ha/
day x 7days= 140 kgDM/Ha). AFC should not drop below
600 kg/ha at end of March.

Growth Prediction 11/03-18/03
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Cows Conditioned to Graze Driving Milk Solids in Co. Wexford
The Grass10 spring walks continued last week & on Friday 8th it was Co. Wexford advisor, Catherine
Colfer, & dairy farmer Bernard O’Gorman who hosted a spring grazing event on his farm. Bernard
farms 130 spring-calving cows on 54ha MP with his wife Mags, and their children when not in college/
work lend a helping hand. Cows currently milking 27.5L at 4.77% BF and 3.35% Pr, giving 2.3kgMS/
cow/day.
Stocking Rate

2.5 LU/Ha (MP & WF)

Start of Calving

23rd Jan

6 Week Calving Rate

86%

Closing Cover (kgDM/Ha)

480 (19/11/18)

Opening Cover (kgDM/Ha) 870 (09/01/19)
Turn-out Date

28th Jan

Finish 1st Rotation

31st March

Bernard has cows out day & night since 1st Feb.

Bernard’s Grazing Targets
Bernard has many years experience grass measuring (now using PBI app), and from this knows he has
good early growth rates which he uses to tailor the Spring Rotation Plan to suit his farm. Bernard targets
30% farm grazed by 25th Feb, 60% by 15th Mar and 100% by 31st Mar; and starts his 2nd rotation on
1st April. Bernard has 60% of the farm grazed to date, this is due to; the cows out grazing day & night
since 1st Feb, only 3kg meal in diet, and light stock grazing on platform. Bernard currently has 750
kgDM/Ha back on his first grazed paddock with the 2nd, 3rd & 4th paddock having 500 kgDM/Ha back
on them. This was achieved through early grazing backed up with early N to boost grass growth. All the
farm received 30units/ac N in mid-Jan and now following cows with 2 bags 18-6-12/acre.
Bernard’s Farm (08/03);

AFC 961kgDM/Ha

Looking forward
Bernard is on target to finish the first
rotation on time as long as he can
continue to graze day & night with
minimal substitution in the cows diet.
Of the paddocks left to graze, two
have covers >2000 kgDM/Ha and the
rest are 1400-1600 kgDM/Ha. If he
can’t get the cows out to graze day &
night he may look at taking out one of
the heavy covers for silage in April.
BUT, Bernard says next week will
be vital and he will reassess the
situation on Paddy’s Day by doing
another farm walk to check
regrowths and the AFC which he
doesn’t want to drop below
500kgDM/Ha by the time he starts
the 2nd rotation.

Growth 18 kgDM/Ha

Demand 30 kgDM/Ha

