
 

 

 

17th September 2019 

Grass10 Weekly Update  

 

Current PastureBase Ireland Performance (Last 7 Days):  

Daily Allocations/Cow:  

 15 kg DM grass & 3 kg concentrates  

Elodie Ruelle Growth Prediction: 

 Ballyhaise 65, Moorepark 58, Johnstown Castle 24, Clonakilty 

66  (kg DM/ha) 

 

Autumn Targets: 

Nationally, Average Farm Cover is 143 kg DM/ha behind target  

From PastureBase Ireland figures, we can see that we are 143 kg DM/

ha behind target. If we do not reach our targets, the consequences 

will be an earlier housing date (or less grass supply next spring). 

Growth is currently exceeding demand by 10 kg DM/ha/day (70 kg 

DM/ha week), which means that AFC in 7 days time will still only 

be 1020 kg DM/ha. It is important that farmers monitor demand 

now, while growth is still relatively good to build enough grass 

on farms. Target a grass surplus of 20 kg DM/ha/day over the next 

7 days (140 kg DM/ha surplus for the week) while growth is high. 

E.g. predicted growth 60, demand should be 40.  

 Make sure all land is available for grazing on the platform 

 Reduce livestock numbers on the platform (sell saleable 

stock, remove marginal animals) 

 Increase supplementation levels to reduce grass demand of 

the animals on the platform (by introducing a small level of 

supplement now, grass will build earlier on the farm. This 

means that we will grow more grass in the autumn and feed 

less supplement in October/November as a result) 

Grazing Tips for the Week: 

 Make sure to graze down to 4 cm to have quality grass on 

your farm next spring. If grazing heavy covers, use a strip 

wire and back fence to meet residuals. Weather forecast is 

good this week, so it is a good opportunity to graze out co-

vers well and maximise grass utilisation.  

 Spread lime on low pH soils. Optimum pH for grasslands is 

6.2– 6.5. Lime can be bought and spread for roughly €23/

tonne. Use soil samples to identify low pH paddocks and 

spread lime while the weather is good.  

 Carry out a fodder budget this week to make sure that that 

there is a reserve there to be able to cope with a late spring 

AFC Cover/LU Stocking Rate Demand Growth Pre-Grazing 

957 kg DM/ha 328 kg DM/LU 2.92 LU/ha 44 kg DM/ha 54 kg DM/ha 1890 kg DM/ha 

AFC: 945 

GR: 52 

AFC: 956 

GR: 54 AFC: 958 

GR: 56 

AFC: 950 

GR: 53 

Cover/Cow (Kg 

DM/LU) 

AFC            

(Kg DM/ha) 

Rotation 

Length (days) 

Stocking Rate 

(LU/ha) 

400-450 1000– 1100 35 2.5 

370 1100 35 3  

340 1200 35 3.5  

Grazing to 4 cm in Co. Waterford 

Residuals will be decisive factor when it 

comes to having quality grass on farms 

next spring. Grazing down to 4 cm now 

will create a clean grass cover for the final 

rotation and in turn for next spring. The 

aim is to close off the farm with enough 

quality grass to allow for early turnout 

next spring.  
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Fertiliser Deadline– Chemical Fertiliser Deadline in Place 

 No chemical N or P can be spread on farms 

 Make best use of slurry– target low index soils. Use 

Low emission Slurry Spreading techniques such as the 

trailing shoe and dribble-bar 

 Straight Potash (K) products can still be spread. Target 

low index K soils and areas where large cuts of silage 

were harvested. Now is a good time of year to rectify K, as grass tetany can be a threat in the spring/

summer 

 As stated on page 1, make sure to spread lime on low pH soils 

Preparing for 2020– Grass10 Autumn Events: 

The purpose of these events is to show farmers a closing off strategy for the autumn in preparation for 

spring grass 2020. Farmers will be invited to see the demonstration farms first hand and receive updates 

on trials. These events will be of particular value for discussion group members looking to update them-

selves on the latest research being carried out in the colleges.  

Location Date  Time  Enterprise 

Teagasc                  

Ballyhaise  

1st October  11am Dairy 

Teagasc Grange  2nd October  11am  Beef 

Teagasc Moorepark  3rd October  11am Dairy 

Teagasc Athenry & 

Newford Farm 

8th October 11am Beef 

3pm Sheep 

Beef & Sheep 

Key Aims from the Autumn Events: 

1. Farmers know how to close off the farm to have 
quality grass on farms next spring 

2. Farmers see 1st hand how there local Teagasc 
demonstration farm is being managed in the au-
tumn 

3. Farmers see the trials/updates from there local 
demonstration farm and are updated on the latest 
research  


