
 

 

19th February 2019 

Grass10 Weekly Update  

 

Current PastureBase Ireland Performance:  

Daily Allocations: Farmers at grass are currently feeding: 

 8 kgDM Grass  

 3 kgDM Concentrates & 2 kgDM Silage (farmers should minimise silage) 

 400 grass measurements recorded on PastureBase in the last 7 days 

 900 grass measurements recorded on PastureBase so far in February 

Farmers need to measure grass to: 1. monitor performance 2. make decisions 

3 Key Tips for the Week: 

1. Graze lowest covers first 2. Minimise supplementation 3. Urea/slurry plan 

 

PastureBase Feed/Grass Budget: 

See the following feed budget completed by the Grass10 team at the National Dairy Conference for 

Gerry Fallon, Westmeath. We predicted an opening cover of 1,000 kgDM/ha, however because of the 

mild winter, Gerry opened up with 1,200 kgDM/ha.  

Gerry’s 3 golden numbers are: 

1. 1,060 kgDM/ha– March 1st  

2. 848 kgDM/ha– March 15th 

3. 561 kgDM/ha– 5th April (Start of the 2nd Rotation)   

Grazing Plan: Make sure to graze aggressively now to have grass for early April. Targets: 

Location Moorepark 

DM% 15% 

Average Farm Cover Growth 

960 kgDM/ha 10 kgDM/ha 

Target: 30% grazed in Feb:                   

low covers 1st, grazing day and night 

(no silage)  

Spring Rotation 

Plan 

Normal Targets Late/ Heavy Soils 

Targets 

Target % Grazed 

to Date 

15% 5-10% 

Target % Grazed 

in Feb 

30% 15% 

Target % Grazed 

by 17th March 

60% 40-50% 

Target Start of 

2nd Rotation 

Early April 10th-15th April 

Minimum Supplement Required 

Actual figures plot from grass covers 
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Teagasc Heavy Soils Programme: 

 Farmers took advantage of the good weather and had livestock out 

grazing over the last 7 days 

 Some farmers let cows for short 3hr grazing blocks 

 The 2 advantages of early grazing for these farmers are: 

1. Save silage for a rainy day and increase the amount of grass in the 

diet 

2. Grazing will remove dead material from the winter and promote 

regrowth for the second rotation 

 The target for these farmers is to graze while weather conditions 

allow them and start the 2nd rotation around the 10th-15th April 

 Right: Grassland Farmer of the Year Winner Danny Bermingham 

had cows out last week despite being on a heavy soil and in a high 

rainfall area. Danny is from west Clare and makes a massive effort 

to get livestock out grazing in the spring. Every day at grass is 

worth €3/cow/ day on this farm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grazing on the Newford Farm, Athenry, Co. Galway: 

 The early calved suckler cows and calves have 

been turned out for early grazing 

 Yearlings are out at grass since early February 

 Urea to be spread on the platform this week 

 Getting livestock out has saved silage, straw and 

labour input on this farm 

Target for Drystock Farmers: 

 Get livestock out (younger stock 1st) 

 Get slurry and/or chemical fert out on platform 

 

 

Key Quotes by John Galvin, Dunmanway,           

Grass10 Spring Walk 

1. Average pit silage is poison to protein %  

2. Spur roadways only take 5 mins to put up  

3. Graze light cover first then heavier ones in march  

4. You can’t make grazing decisions standing on 

concrete  

5. Cows need to be sharp when left out to graze 

Social Media: 

Follow us on twitter: @TeagascGrass10 

@PastureBase @Teagasc 

Follow Teagasc on Facebook 

Follow Teagasc PastureBase Ireland YouTube  


