
 

 

21st May 2019 

Grass10 Weekly Update  

 

Current PastureBase Ireland Performance (Last 7 Days):  

Daily Allocations per Cow:  

 15 kgDM grass & 2.5 kg concentrates  

 

Growth Predictions (Elodie Ruelle Moorepark): 

 Ballyhaise 72 kgDM/ha/day 

 Curtins 64 kgDM/ha/day 

 Clonakilty 64 kgDM/ha/day 

 Johnstown Castle 66 kgDM/ha/day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grass Covers Nationally: 

Recent figures from PastureBase Ireland (www.pbi.ie) demonstrate 

huge variation in grass supply nationally. Areas that received rain 

have surplus grass (should cut surplus bales) and some areas are expe-

riencing a soil moisture deficit (see page 2). 

Heavy Soils Message: 

 Surplus bales are a key driver to the system on heavy soils 

farms. It is crucial that you make high quality surplus bales to 

supplement in difficult weather in the spring and autumn time. 

Do not attempt to graze heavy covers as this will decrease pro-

duction levels and lead to poor graze outs. 

 Slurry and Fertiliser Reccomendations for 2nd Cut Silage: 

 

 

AFC Cover/LU Stocking Rate Demand Growth 

747 kg DM/ha 195 kg DM/LU 3.83 LU/ha 58 kg DM/ha 65 kg DM/ha 

AFC: 750 

GR: 67 

AFC:740 

GR: 60 

AFC: 746 

GR: 65 

AFC: 747 

GR: 64 
Targets: 

Walk the farm twice weekly to make grassland decisions. Without 

measurement, you will not be able to manage grass. 

160– 180 kg DM/LU (10-12 days ahead- drystock) 

Pregrazing yield: 1,400 kg DM/ha 

Slurry/ high K fertiliser should be spread where silage is cut 

DM% Moorepark: 

21% 
1,600 kg DM/ha 

10:30am 

 

 Don’t Forget 

Sulphur (S)  

For 2nd cut grass 

silage crops ap-

ply 10 to 15kg S/

ha (10 units/

acre).  
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Soil Moisture Deficit– Actions if Growth Declines: 

Some areas are experiencing a soil moisture deficit. To the right is a graph from Met Eireann indicating 

soil moisture deficits on moderately drained soils. Where there is greater than 25-30mm (1 inch) of a 

deficit, this will have a negative impact on the rate of growth. 

Growth rate is significantly reduced at 50mm (2 inches) or more. A 

proactive approach must be adopted to tackle drought conditions in 

these areas. If growth rates decline on your farm, take the following 

action: 

 Continue to measure grass in this period. Grass is the primary 

source of feed on our farms. It is important to quantify how 

much grass is on the farm and to maximise utilisation. Avoid 

under-estimating covers as dry matter is very high. Supple-

mentation should be secondary to utilising grass that is availa-

ble on our farms (supplement, don’t substitute). No decision 

can be made until you know the demand on your farm. This 

demand should match your growth rate. E.g. Growth: 50, 4 

cows per hectare: 50/4= 12 kg grass (+6 kg concentrates)/cow 

 Every farm should be meeting residuals of 4cm. Not achiev-

ing residuals in this period is unacceptable. Avoid topping as 

its wasting feed available to livestock and will also inhibit 

regrowth on these paddocks.  

 Where growth rate is 50 kgDM/ha, hold rotation length at 25 

days. Where growth rate is length is 30 kgDM/ha or less, hold 

rotation length at 30 days. Demand must reduce by increasing 

grazing area or filling the gap with supplementation.   

 Farmers can reduce demand by grazing paddocks that were intended for silage. Grazing this 

ground with a strip wire and back fence can extend the rotation and supplement the feed deficit.  

A dairy farmer can strip graze this area by night and graze the grazing platform area by day to 

maintain a balanced diet. 

 Sale of surplus stock may also need to be considered. These animals are eating valuable feed on 

the farm and are low profit animals. Therefore they should be removed 

 Fertiliser N application should continue in a “green drought” until 25 days has passed without 

rain. 

 Water intake of animals will dou-

ble where grass is dry and silage 

and meal are being fed. 

 

Sulphur:  

Sulphur deficiency arises mainly during 

the summer months but you need the 

“money in the bank” before the summer 

arrives. Every paddock needs about 15-

20 units/acre of Sulphur applied to it by 

the end of June.   

 

Source: Met Eireann 16/05/19 

Follow us on Twitter: 

@TeagascGrass10 


