
 

 

22nd January 2019 

Grass10 Weekly Update  

 

Current PastureBase Ireland Performance:  

Note: This growth rate is calculated from closing cover to opening cover (over winter growth) 

 Carry out an opening cover on your farm to: 

 Assess grass supply on your farm 2. Identify dry areas of the farm to graze in wet weather 

 Growth over the winter has been good- grass supply is plentiful on farms that were closed off 

properly last autumn 

 Make an effort to utilise grass on farms this spring and to minimise supplementation levels 

 

Fertiliser and Slurry Spreading Dates: 

All farmers are open to spread slurry and fertiliser apart 

from farmers in Cavan, Monaghan, Leitrim and Donegal. 

Farmers in these areas should have fertiliser bought and in 

the yard to be ready for the start date of February 1st. 

Note: Spreading start date applies for chemical fertiliser, 

slurry & FYM 

 

 

 

 

Pictures Below: 

Last Wednesday on Curtins farm, Fermoy, Co. Cork: 

2,500 gallons/acre slurry -dribble bar... 

Rest of platform: 23 units N/acre– Urea 

Location Moorepark 

Weather Frosty (9am) 

Cover 1,500 kgDM/ha 

DM% 13% 

Average Farm Cover Growth 

858 kgDM/ha 7 kgDM/ha 
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Checklist for Grazing:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Options to Reduce Demand for Winter Feed:  

 Turn out yearling heifers to out-farms early this spring 

(target: 1st Feb). Lighter animals should be targeted for 

early turnout  

 Make sure to get slurry and urea out when the slurry 

and fertiliser dates commence where fodder supplies 

are low. This will help build grass supply on farms  

 Use grazing techniques such as on-off grazing, tempo-

rary cow walks and strip grazing with a back fence to 

maximise grass utilisation and to achieve more days at grass this spring!  

 Source silage or alternative feeds to supplement and extend silage reserves. Continue to extend 

where silage reserves are short using straw, concentrates etc.. Continue to feed young stock con-

centrates to save silage on your farm  

Grass10 Grazings Per Paddock Boards: 

The purpose of the Grass10 Grazings/Paddock boards is to rec-

ord grazing dates to find out the number of grazings/paddock/

year you are achieving on your farm! Keep and eye on 

@PastureBase and @TeagascGrass10 on twitter to find out how 

you can secure a board for your farm.  

 

See GFOY 

winner John 

McNamara’s 

board (left) 

and Robert 

O’Dea and 

his board 

(right) 

 

Simple Calculation: Stock are eating 20 bales/week. 

Enough silage needed to stay in full-time to March 1st 

and part-time to April 1st. There are 100 bales left (5 

weeks silage left). Effective total requirement: 7 weeks 

silage. The farmer is short 2 weeks silage (40 bales) 

2 temporary reels (1 strip wire, 1 back fence) for each group of stock 

Temporary posts—used for hanging temporary fences 

Power in the fence– keep stock on allocated area 

Water– troughs placed in the middle of paddocks for strip grazing 

Access points– make sure there are enough handles and gaps to avoid 

walking over grazed ground 

Opening cover– identify the areas of the farm to graze first  


