
 

 

26th March 2019 

Grass10 Weekly Update  

 

Current PastureBase Ireland Performance:  

Daily Allocations per Cow:  

 11 kg DM Grass &  4 kg concentrates & 0.75 kg DM silage 

 

Projected growth this week: 

 Moorepark: 45 kgDM/ha/day 

 Johnstown Castle: 42 kgDM/ha/day 

 Ballyhaise: 30 kgDM/ha/day 

 Clonakilty:  36 kgDM/ha/day 

 

Grazing Tips for the Week: 

 70 units N/acre should be achieved across the 

platform this week, where not already applied. 

High compound fertiliser should go out on low 

index soils and on ground that got damaged 

(poached). Sulphur should also be included in 

fertiliser from now on. 

 Grass supply is high on farms, so minimise the 

supplementation levels. Weather conditions are 

dry this week, so no silage should be fed! 

 Where grass supply is high on farms, ear-mark 

your most convenient paddocks to cut bales 

from to start the second rotation (the second 

rotation should start when there is 1,400kgDM/

ha on the first grazed paddock). Farmers should 

be operating at a cover of 180 kgDM/LU at the 

start of the second round. 

 

Protected Urea– Who’s Spreading it this Week? 

Protected urea is urea which is treated with an active 

ingredient called a urease inhibitor. The urease inhibi-

tor can be either a) coated onto the outside of the ferti-

liser granule or b) incorporated into the urea granule 

melt during manufacture.  

On ground that received P & K, now is the time to 

start using protected Urea. Farmers can increase N 

efficiency, while reducing emissions!  

 

Why should you use protected urea? 

 Cheaper per unit than alternative forms of N 

such as CAN                                                    

(€95c/kg N vs €1.05/kg N 14th March 2019) 

 Published Teagasc trials conducted in different 

areas of Ireland have shown that the nitrogen 

recovery efficiency of protected urea and CAN 

are consistently the same   

 Use of protected urea can potentially reduce 

agricultural greenhouse gas emissions and am-

monia emissions while maintaining yield and 

saving cost  

Location Moorepark 

DM% 17% 

Average Farm Cover Growth Demand 

917 kgDM/ha 23 kgDM/ha 32 kgDM/ha 

Growth Prediction 11/03-18/03 

Pictures Above and Below: Shane Connolly turned 

cows out to grass on Feb 10th in Carrigallen, co. 

Leitrim. Cows were fed 4 kg meal and grass full-

time. Unfortunately, cows returned to the shed for a 

week in March as ground got water-logged. Howev-

er cows are out full-time again and protein has in-

creased since silage has left the diet. Shane has a 

huge grass supply on farm so he may have to cut 

bales to start the second rotation (10th- 15th April). 

Cows are currently grazing covers of 2,000 kgDM/

ha and grazing down to 4 cm. 
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Key Quotes from Beef Grassland Farmer of the Year Winner John Watchorn: 

1. “I don’t have a set rotation, I don’t go around like a clock. 

I go wherever the grass is, and the cattle get used to being 

moved. I move them every day, or day and a half” 

2. “To learn about grass, I joined a grass group!” 

3. “The more grass I can grow, the more cattle I can carry. 

The more cattle I can carry, the more profit I make” 

 

Key Messages:  

1. John always targets a ideal pre-grazing cover of 1,400 

kgDM/ha (8-10cm) 

2. The farm is achieving a beef output of 1,429kgLW/ha (3 

times the national average!) from a low-cost system (grass 

based) 

3. John is using temporary wires to grow more grass (a day 

and a half per paddock) 

 

3 Talking Points from John Watchorn’s Farm: 

 John has a simple paddock system in place for his 

groups. John hangs temporary fences to strip graze in the 

spring and autumn. Water troughs are in the middle of 

paddocks allowing him to split them. Livestock spend a 

maximum of 2 days on the same grazing area before being 

moved on 

 

 In 2015, John had 15% of his soils at a pH of 6.2 or above. 85% of the soils on the farm required 

lime. At this point, John made the decision to get the pH correct in his soils to increase grass pro-

duction and to increase responses to N, P and K applications. Lime is the cheapest fertiliser avail-

able to farmers and the 1st step in rectifying soil fertility issues. In 2018, John  now has 65% of 

his soils with a pH of 6.2 or above. There are 

3 main results: 

1. Steady increase in grass grown per 

hectare 

2. Better response to chemical fertiliser 

3. More activity from biology in the soil 

leading to better soil structure 

 

 John measures grass using PastureBase Ire-

land. The spring rotation planner is used in 

Feb/March along with the grass wedge. In the 

mid-season, weekly grass walks are carried 

out as things change rapidly during this peri-

od. John looks at growth, demand, days 

ahead and whole farm cover to make deci-

sions. In autumn, paddocks are closed from 

the 1st of October to 15th of November in 

rotation as to how he would like to graze 

them in the spring. “You cannot manage 

something you aren’t measuring”. 

 

                  2015                                    2018 


