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The challenge 

• Sustainable agricultural production in a changing climate 

 

• Agriculture and rural land use highlighted as a significant contributor to 

greenhouse gas emissions 

 

• Range of demands, often conflicting, on farmers and land managers 

 

• No ‘one size fits all’ 

 

• How can land managers contribute to environmental goals but still 

maintain a profitable and productive business? 
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Farming for a Better Climate (FFBC) 

• Scottish Government funded 

targeted communication strategy 
 

• Develop, trial and encourage 

mitigation measures  
 

• Help farmers to adapt to climate 

change 
 

• Improve business performance 

and demonstrate action to 

reduce agric emissions 
 

• Improved farm business 

efficiency 
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FFBC – what's involved? 

Focus farm network – 
learn from peers 

Trials and 
demonstrations 

How to…Practical 
Guides 

What have other 
farmers done? Case 

studies. 

Website info, social 
media and press 

Soil Regenerative 
Agriculture group 
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3. Locking in Carbon 

Five Key Action Areas: 

1. Energy and Fuel use 
2. Renewables 

4. Best use of fertilisers 

5.  Optimise livestock 

productivity 
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 Activities on the host CCFFs 

• Data collection  

• Collect ‘before and after’ baseline data  

• Audits 

• Carbon footprints using SRUC AgRE Calc© 

• Opportunity for benchmarking with peers/national data 
 

• Identify then trial/implement practical measures 
 

• Host and share info with a farmer discussion group; group 

often have practical solutions and ideas too 

 

2010 – 2013 group 
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Focus Farm meetings 
(Climate change mitigation = more practical than you might think). 
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Identifying and rectifying 
field drainage problems 

Grazing and grassland 
management 

Machinery choice, tyre 
pressures, fuel savings 

Energy management  Improving efficiencies in the 
sheep flock 
 

Using Soil GIS analyses for 
improved nutrient 
application 

Woodland management and 
RHI opportunities 

Improving livestock fertility 
 

Calf health 

Optimising use of slurry and 
manures, application 
methods and nutrient 
planning 

Eradicating Johne's disease 
from the herd 

Soil structure; identifying 
and rectifying problems 
 

Renewables – opportunities 
and pitfalls; site visits 

Getting the best out of 
fertiliser applications 
 

Improving efficiencies in the 
beef herd 
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Showcased some cheap and easy things all 
farmers could benefit from… 
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Benefits of the focus farm approach 

• Demonstration of mitigation measures on a 

working farm; farmers actively thinking 

about how this could work for them at home  

 

• Shared information and ideas - Information 

exchange with guest speakers, specialists 

and peers 

 

• New and old technology – multiple access 

points towards a change in practice 

 

• Host farmers and discussion group set the 

agenda 

 

• Fosters new ideas and behavioural change  
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Different motivators encourage change 

• Money and profit 

• Improved use of resources 

• Practicality 

• Time saving 

• Efficiency  

• Your neighbours were doing it 

• Improving the farm for future 

generations 

• Environment 

• Legislation 

• ‘Opportunity’ 
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Hidden barriers 

• An easy win:win on paper, but… 
 

 

– Cost 
 

– “Its always been fine” – lack of perceived 

need to change 
 

– Lack of opportunity to change - not the 

key decision maker 
 

– Timing – getting the information to enact 

change at the right time 
 

– Accessibility/interpretation as how it 

could work for them 
 

– Had poor previous experience 
 

– Legacy 
 

– Not making change until forced to do so 
 

 

 

Soil testing 
and soil 
health 

Nutrient 
budgeting 

Storage 
capacity 

Timing and  
application 

method  
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New technology?  Don’t forget the basics…  

• For example: 
• Energy use/scope for renewables? 

• Soil health and nutrient use 

• Grazing and pasture management 

• Silage analyses –know what you’ve got 

• Condition scoring to aid rations 

• Maximising herd performance – herd 
heath 

• Calving earlier (from age 36 to 24 
months) 

• Accommodation; e.g. reduced straw 
use – bedding cattle on recycled wood 
chips 

 

• These measures saved upland beef 
and sheep unit £11,000 (€12,900) 

 

• Reduced farm carbon footprint by 10% 
when compared to baseline 
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Focus farm approach; what worked well  

• Farmer to farmer 

 

• Free access to agric 
advisor/specialists to give tailored 
guidance  

 

• Range of tailored mitigation 
measures to give improved 
business performance 

 

• Opportunity to try out new 
approaches/technology 

– Hydrogen hybrid for farm vehicles 

– Green manures 

– MooCall 
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Summary 

• Even technically efficient farms can 
make savings and reduce farm 
emissions 
 

• More tailored, one to one practical 
advice and guidance needed 
 

• ‘Low carbon’ can improve business 
efficiency, financial savings and 
environmental benefits 
 

• New technology yes, but don’t neglect 
the basics 
 

• ‘Something for everyone’ - plenty of low 
or no cost measures that can be 
adapted to suit your individual system 
 

• We can store carbon/demonstrate 
reduced emissions and be part of the 
solution to climate change 
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rebecca.audsley@sac.co.uk 
 

Find us on Facebook 

Follow us on Twitter: SACfarm4climate 

Visit: www.farmingforabetterclimate.org 

Email: climatechange@sac.co.uk 
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