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Weather conditions are hampering abilities on farms to keep cows grazing full time, with 

some farmers on/off grazing and others are opting to supplement with silage if needs must. 

What does this lesson teach us?  

Simply, we need to sustainably grow adequate amounts of grass to keep cows out grazing 

and conserve excess grass grown as silage to build fodder reserves. In reality soil fertility is a 

major component of the jigsaw when it comes to selecting fertilisers to grow this abundant 

of grass. Where do I start to make improvements with my soil fertility for 2020? The answer 

is soil sampling! 

Without soil sampling, you are guessing the nutrient requirement of your soil and 

potentially wasting money on fertilisers or worse still breaching EU nitrates regulations. Soil 

sampling is like a road map for traveling, similarly a farmer can utilise accurate soil test 

results to determine soil requirements for growing grass.  

A standard soil test will give you an accurate indication of the phosphorus, potassium and 

soil pH status of the soil. From there a nutrient management plan can be devised with the 

help of your advisor. A nutrient management plan not only outlines the soil requirements 

for growing grass but also insures that you comply with EU nitrates regulations.  

The autumn time poses the perfect opportunity for soil testing your farm. Ideally, soil 

samples shouldn’t be taken for at least three to six months following the last application of 

slurry or chemical fertiliser. On average you should consider taking a soil sample on every 5 

to 10 acres, as this will give a through reflection of the soil fertility status on your farm.  

It would be recommended to take soil samples at least every three years on dairy farms, as 

the demand for grazing or conserving grass as silage can often exceed supply. Availing of up 

to date soil sample results will help you make wise choices in terms of purchasing fertilisers. 

Finally, up to date soil results will aid you to sustain grass growth on your farm to support 

grazing or silage crops. 


