
12 | Today’s Farm | September-October 2019

To
d

a
y’

sf
ar

m
 

Marie Christie 
Teagasc public relations department  
Aisling Molloy 
Teagasc Kanturk

T -

-

-

-

 

-

-

-
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

International Day  
of Rural Women
The achievements of rural women, and their advisory needs, deserve greater 
recognition abroad … and at home

Marie Christie.                  Aisling Molloy.
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work. There was a difference between 
what farm women actually want and 
what advisors think that farm women 
want from an agricultural advisory 
service. A form of  gender awareness 
training for advisors to recognise 
these potential issues and how they 

Many farm women suggested 
including family members at events 
and encouraging women to engage 
with advisory services. One respond-
ent said:

“Encourage farm wives to attend 
meetings. Advisors should engage 
with them to a greater extent during 
farm visits. Wives don't give them-
selves credit for all they do. How 
professionals engage is important – if  
they acknowledge the wives’ input, 
then the husbands might do so more.”

Part of  the rationale for this study 
was that the agricultural advisory 
and education needs of  farm women 
are unknown. Therefore they are un-
likely to be considered when Teagasc 
is developing programmes or propos-
ing policy changes. 

There were strong arguments for 
and against female groups, both in 
the literature and among advisors 
during a focus group held as part of  
the study. There is a recently estab-
lished farm women’s group in South 

Wexford farmer Hannah Doyle with her daughters Niamh and Ciara.

Wexford dairy farmer Phil O’Neill. 

East Ireland called South East 
Women in Farming Ireland (SEW-
FI). Other branches associated with 
this group (currently suspended) 
have been established in Munster, 
Connacht and in Northern Ireland. 

These are groups of  women of  
different ages, roles and enterprises 

theme at each meeting, such as 
social media, health and safety and 
education. 

Collaborating with pre-established 
groups like these to provide infor-
mation and resources would be valu-
able to farm women and resource-

discussion groups were suggested 
by the farm women in Co Wexford. 
They would act as a direct link to 
help improve engagement between 
farm women and advisory services. 

Editor’s note: Teagasc strongly and 
actively encourages women involved 
in farming  to participate in Teagasc 
education programmes, farm dis-
cussion groups, events and confer-
ences and to avail of  local Teagasc 
advisory services, etc. As soon as 

found its feet we will feature it in 
Today’s Farm! 


