
 

 

 

 

***100th Edition***                                                                      9th June 2020 

Grass10 Weekly Update  

PastureBase Ireland Current Performance (Last 7 Days): 

 Growth has declined by 14 kg DM/ha over the last 7 

days due to the reduction in temperatures and dry 

weather 

 The east of the country is the worst effected region with an average growth 

rate of 45 kg DM/ha in areas affected by drought 

 There is rain in the forecast this week in most parts of the country.         

Walk the farm regularly to monitor growth. 

 Average farm cover should be well above 500 kg DM/ha on all farms. 

Growth has dropped by 30% on farms with an AFC of <500 kg DM/ha 

Hold Grass on Farms For Now–                                                     

The Old Saying “Grass Will Grow Grass” When Rain Falls 

 Rotation length should be maintained at 25 days on farms where growth has declined  

 Avoid running down the farm cover by matching growth and demand now. Farms that have held farm 

cover over 500 kg DM/ha are growing 20 kg DM/ha/day more grass than farms where the cover has 

dropped below 500 kg DM/ha 

 Dry matter of grass is 21% so avoid underestimating grass measurements. Graze down to 4cm. No grass 

should be wasted on farms. 

Steps to Hold Rotation and Hold Average Farm Cover: 

 Bring all area into the grazing rotation. Strip graze paddocks that were earmarked for surplus bales. 

Strip grazing is more cost efficient than making bales and subsequently feeding them out. 

 Supplement if necessary to match growth and demand: e.g. Growth 45 kg DM/ha @3.5 Cows/ha = 

45/3.5= 13 kg DM grass + 5 kg concentrates (growth matching demand) 

 In areas where growth rate has declined, any livestock that serves no purpose on farms e.g. dry cows 

should be sold. On drystock farms, animals 

that can be drafted for finishing should be taken 

off the grazing platform to reduce demand. 

Fertiliser Strategy: 

N spreading is a farm based decision and should 

be based on current farm growth rate 

The following regime should be at the present time; 

< 25kg DM/ha growth – hold N spreading until 

weather changes 

25 -  50 Kg DM/ha – continue to spread reduced N 

level (15 kg N/ha) 

50 + Kg DM/ha – continue to spread as normal 

AFC  Stocking Rate Cover/Cow Growth Demand 

694 kg DM/ha 3.6 LU/ha 192 kg DM/ha 53 kg DM/ha 51 kg DM/ha 

GR: 56 

AFC: 699 

GR: 45 

AFC: 645  

GR: 55 

AFC: 694 

GR: 54 

AFC: 701 

Below: Covers in the Last 7 Days 

Predicted Growth Rate: Elodie Ruelle Moorepark 

Ballyhaise 79 kg DM/ha     Johnstown Castle 22 kg DM/ha 

Athenry 60 kg DM/ha    Moorepark 63 kg DM/ha 

Grass DM: 

21% 

Bryan Daniels, Grassland Farmer of the Year, Co. 

Kilkenny, is grazing a field that was intended for 2nd 

cut silage. Growth is matching demand at 45 kg DM/

ha with the silage field in the grazing rotation.           

Grazing this silage field means that Average Farm 

Cover is being held on the grazing platform.               

(677 kg DM/ha). Holding rotation until we see rain. 

Grass Sample Results Crude Protein DMD 

Clonakilty 17.6% 82.8 % 
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Video: Sean Roddy– Holding Farm Cover (Beef Farm) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V_dA93WT1x4 

Key Messages: 

Holding rotation at 25 days. 

Grazing silage ground to reduce demand 

on the grazing platform. 

Feeding silage (4 bales/day) on the grazing 

platform to avoid running down the cover. 

Drafting cattle for finishing to reduce     

demand for grass on the farm.  

 

Video: 100th Edition Grass10 Newsletter– Feedback from farmers around the country! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xtynqk6qnLQ 

Social Media Takeover: Trevor Boland, Suckler Category Grassland Farmer of the Year 2019 

        

        


