
 

 

 

  

 

30th June 2020 

Grass10 Weekly Update  

PastureBase Ireland Current Performance 

(Last 7 Days): 

 Growth exceeding demand by 18 kg 

DM/ha nationally currently. 

 If growth and demand remain the same, 

then in 7 days AFC 837 Kg DM/ha (7 x 18 = 126 + 711= 837) with 236 Kg 

DM/LU (837 / 3.55LU/ha = 236). If growth is 60 Kg DM/ha/Day for the 

next week then AFC will be 753 Kg DM/ha (or 212 Kg DM/LU). Still 

surplus in farm grass supply. 

 Many farms have surplus grass (200 kg DM/cow nationally). Remove 2 

days grass out of rotation to get back to 160-180 Kg DM/LU. 

 Use the Projected Wedge on PastureBase to identify surpluses early. 

High Growth Rates –  Get Cover/LU back to 160-180 Kg DM/LU 

 Growth exceeding demand on many farms this week. It is 

important to cut/earmark the poorest quality paddocks for surplus 

bales to keep pre grazing at 1200- 1400 kg DM/ha and to stay at 

160-180 Kg DM/LU (12 days ahead on drystock farms). Do not 

operate above targets or grass quality will be compromised  

 Target poor quality paddocks for grazing at a lower cover (1200 

kg DM/ha) to achieve a residual of 4 cm 

 Any paddocks not grazed out well should be earmarked to be cut 

for bales in the next rotation 

 Do not carry out a round of premowing/topping where there is 

too much grass on the farm. This is wasting feed and is not     

rectifying pregrazing yield. Surplus bales 

must be cut in this situation instead. Cows 

will produce less milk solids (or young stock 

will reduce daily liveweight gain) where 

pregrazing exceeds 1,500 kg DM/ha. 

 On a 36 hr block, use a strip wire at the back 

of the paddock to save about 15% of the area 

which can be removed on the 3rd grazing to 

encourage cows to graze down to 4 cm 

across all the paddock. 

 By grazing ideal covers; every 5% increase 

in leaf content increases digestibility by 1 

unit.  Grazing heavy covers; every 4% 

reduction in grass digestibility will reduce 

milk solids yield by about 5%.   

  

 

 

AFC  Stocking Rate Cover/Cow Growth Demand Pregrazing Yield 

 711 kg DM/ha 3.55 LU/ha 200 kg DM/ha 72 kg DM/ha 54 kg DM/ha 1617 kg DM/ha 

GR: 78 

AFC: 720 

GR: 74 

AFC: 716 

GR: 72 

AFC: 709 

GR: 70 

AFC: 710 

Below: Covers in the Last 7 Days 

Predicted Growth Rate: Elodie Ruelle Moorepark 

Ballyhaise: 63 kg DM/ha    South Wexford: 53 kg DM/ha 

Athenry: 50 kg DM/ha   Clonakilty:  68 kg DM/ha 

Grass DM: 19% 

Moorepark (1400 kg DM/ha, 

Dry @ 12pm) 

Growth Increasing Nationally 

Walk the Farm Twice this Week to 

Monitor Growth and to Make             

Decisions to Maintain Grass           

Quality on Farms 

Current Targets: 

Pregrazing: 1200-1400 kg DM/ha 

Cover/Cow: 160-180 kg DM/ LU 

Drystock: 12 Days Ahead 

Rotation Length: 18-21 Days 

Residuals: 4 cm 

 

Lauren Kinsella, dairy farmer, Carlow, has a lot of 
paddocks at the same cover due to high growth after the 
dry period. To graze as many paddocks as possible before 
they get too strong, Lauren began grazing these covers at 
1,000 Kg DM/ha. Paddocks > 1,600 Kg DM/ha will be 

removed as silage bales.  
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Event: Teagasc Virtual Beef Week 

2020 

‘Building a Sustainable Irish Beef 

Sector’ is the theme for this virtual beef 

week, which will involve two webinars 

each day from Monday to Friday. This 

will be accompanied by a continuous 

stream of content through social media 

platforms.   

Each day will focus on a different topic. 

Monday:  Suckler Beef Production 

Tuesday: Dairy Calf to Beef  

Wednesday: Sustainable Beef Production 

Thursday: Grassland Management  

Friday: The Grand Challenges 

For more information please click on the 

link below. 

www.teagasc.ie/virtualbeefweek  

Video: Maintaining Grass Quality with Barry O’Sullivan 

View the video by clicking on the link: 

https://bit.ly/BarryGrassQuality  

Key Points: 

 Growth exceeding demand—surplus grass on the farm 

 Taking out strong covers >1,400 Kg DM/Ha for bales 

 Pre-grazing yield 1,200-1,400 Kg DM/Ha - better milk 

solids, better graze out and quicker regrowth 

 Plan for next 30 days: Bale as many 

surplus paddocks as possible to maintain 

grass quality and get back the bales fed 

out in the deficit. 

 

Video: Reseeding and Clover Update John Macnamara 

View the video by clicking on the link: 

https://bit.ly/JMacNamaraUpdate  

Key Points: 

 20 acres on milking platform over sown with clover 

 Completed in April, over sown with fertiliser spreader 

 2 kg per acre of Chieftain white clover 

 Plan to over sow a further 20 acres in July 2020 

 Target - 50% of farm to have clover included by end 

of 2020. 

 Benefit- 10% increase in milk solids & 7% increase in 

herbage grown 

http://www.teagasc.ie/virtualbeefweek
https://bit.ly/BarryGrassQuality
https://bit.ly/BarryGrassQuality
https://bit.ly/JMacNamaraUpdate

