
 

 

 

 

25th February 2020 

Grass10 Weekly Update  

   

   

PastureBase Ireland Current Performance: 

Grass Samples Clonakilty- See Current Grass Quality Below: 

 

Difficult Grazing Conditions Continue 

 The 3 objectives daily for grazing in wet weather are: 1. Grass to 

the herd 2. Minimise damage 3. Residuals (if possible) 

 Grazing continues to be challenging across the country since last 

weekend and WILL be challenging for the next few days.  

 Farmers should stay focused & alert to weather. Take opportu-

nities to graze when they present themselves, however short.  

 Cows are now beginning to settle into lactation, try to get grass into the diet whenever possible 

 Hold cows in the shed/yard after milking time with no 

access to silage. Cows need to be miked at 3pm for a farmer 

to have any chance of achieving a 2nd grazing bout follow-

ing evening milking. 

 Cows should have the longest grazing bouts directly after 

milking, make an effort to get cows out with an appetite. 

Take cows off the paddock if they are finished grazing or 

if they start walking around (2-3hours after turnout) 

 If grazing, the paddock should be dry and have multiple 

access points  

 If feeding silage by night, make sure that it has been con-

sumed 3-4 hours before milking the following morning if 

planning to put cows out grazing that day. Silage is a bulky feed, it will reduce appetite if offered too 

close to grazing  

 If you walk the farm and there are no paddocks available for grazing (waterlogged/snow etc.), unfortu-

nately cows will have to be housed. However things can change fast in spring, keep walking the farm 

 The only way a farmer knows if a paddock is fit for grazing is to walk it. If there are 30 paddocks on the 

farm and 29 are waterlogged, we should expect cows to be grazing the 1 paddock that’s fit for graz-

ing. That’s the lengths we need to go to the achieve days at grass this spring. 

 Make sure to get cows out grazing at the 1st opportunity again! 

 

AFC Growth  

908 8 
GR: 7 

AFC: 875 

GR: 9 

AFC:953 

GR: 9 

AFC: 941 

GR: 7 

AFC: 862 

Below: Covers in the Last 7 Days DM% Fermoy 

Co. Cork: 

15.5% 

Yield DM DMD Crude Protein 

1,400  15.5% 80% 23% 

Predicted Growth Elodie Ruelle: (Kg DM/ha/day) 

Ballyhaise: 8 kg DM/ha/day         Johnstown: 13 kg DM/ha/day 

Moorepark: 11 kg DM/ha/day  Clonakilty 13 kg DM/ha/day 



 

 

25th February 2020 

Grass10 Weekly Update  

Predicted Rainfall & Soil Temperatures for the Next 7 Days: 

 Unfortunately the weather 

forecast is wet again this 

week, so many farmers will 

remain saturated and unable 

to get fertiliser/slurry  

 Farmers should be proactive 

and have fertiliser in the 

yard to be ready for when 

conditions improve. Protect-

ed Urea is the preferred fer-

tiliser option for GHG emis-

sions for the industry 

 This spring, the only win-

dow of opportunity that 

farmers got to spread ferti-

liser/ slurry was in late Janu-

ary/ early February. Re-

sponses were good to the 

fertiliser that was spread in 

that period. 

 Rainfall and ground condi-

tions is the current issue. 

Soil temperatures target 5°C+  

 

Grazed/ Damaged Paddocks: 

Grazed paddocks and paddocks that 

got slightly damaged in February are 

recovering very well. This paddock in 

Moorepark was grazed 12 days ago. 

Regrowth and recovery in the sward 

have been excellent. 

 

John Ahern– Wet Weather Plan: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=OWLUc_KVvUc 

Key Messages: 

 Walk the farm to assess ground 

conditions and covers 

 Use the driest paddocks on the 

farm to keep livestock grazing 

 Get cows out with an appetite 

after milking 

 

        

        

Soil Temperature  

(Source: Met Eireann) 

Rainfall (mm)  

(Source: Met Eireann) 


