
 

 

 

 

24th March 2020 

Grass10 Weekly Update  

PastureBase Ireland Current Performance: 

 

 30% of farms have an Average Farm Cover of >1000 kg DM/ha 

Weather Forecast :   

Overall, a good deal of dry weather over the coming week, with rainfall 

amounts well below normal in most parts of the country, but close to nor-

mal in west and northwest coastal areas. Mild for most at first, but turn-

ing colder later in the week, with frost at night– Source: Met Eireann 

 

Dry Weather This Week Again– Grazing Should Be In Full Swing: 

1. Walk the farm this week and identify paddocks that should be 

grazed this week– reseeded ground, heavy covers, heavy ground 

etc.. Dry matter is high (22%), so don’t underestimate covers 

2. Take advantage of the dry weather and graze these paddocks day 

and night  

3. It is important to hit residuals of 4 cm and train cows to graze 

down. Residuals have been poor so far this spring because of the 

wet weather conditions, however cows need 

to be trained to graze down to 4 cm now. 

This will maximise grass quality in subse-

quent rotations on farms    

4. Take silage out of the diet and increase 

grass allowances for livestock at grass. 

Grass supply is not an issue across the 

country, so now is the chance to reduce 

supplementation and maximise grass in the 

diet. This will reduce costs and increase 

milk solids/ weight gain on farms 

5. Look at 1st grazed paddocks and start the 

2nd rotation when 1st grazed paddock has 

1,200 (and covers of 1,000 following be-

hind). The last paddock may have to be 

skipped and cut as surplus bales to start the 

2nd rotation on time 

6. Now that a high percentage of cows are 

calved and the weather is good, it is time to 

graze off heavy covers before they start los-

ing quality  

Right: Niall Moloney training cows to graze down 

to 4 cm in Crecora, co. Limerick 

AFC  Growth  Demand 

855 kg DM/ha 14 kg DM/ha 29 kg DM/ha 

GR: 14 

AFC: 861 

GR: 15 

AFC 841 

GR: 15 

AFC: 843 

GR: 13 

AFC: 861 

Below: Covers in the Last 7 Days 

Predicted Growth Elodie Ruelle: (Kg DM/ha/day) 

Ballyhaise: 28 kg DM/ha/day          Johnstown: 46 kg DM/ha/day 

Moorepark: 26 kg DM/ha/day      Clonakilty 35 kg DM/ha/day 

DM%  

22 % 

Grass Measurement      

Update: 

Do not underestimate grass 

covers.                              

Grass DM is currently 22% 



 

 

24th March 2020 

Grass10 Weekly Update  

Fertiliser Message: 

 Soil temperatures 

are currently high 

and there is a dry 

week ahead 

 Conditions are op-

timum for spread-

ing fertiliser and 

slurry. Bring N up-

to-date on farms. 

18-6-12+S is a good 

option for farmers 

to use in the cur-

rent conditions 

 Use Low Emission 

Slurry Spreading 

Techniques when 

spreading slurry to 

maximise N effi-

ciency 

        

        

Grazing- On Target Grazing- Catching Up 

Carrick on Suir Grass Course                             

Liam Long, Tipperary 

Limerick Grass Course                                    

Thomas Geary 

85% grazed, AFC 993 kg DM/ha 15% grazed, AFC 1200 kg DM/ha 

800 kg DM/ha back on 1st grazed paddock 400 kg DM/ha back on 1st grazed paddock 

70 Units N/acre to date 35 Units N/acre to date 

Key Decisions: 

Look at 1st grazed paddocks and start the 2nd rota-

tion when 1st grazed paddock has 1,200 (and covers 

of 1,000 following behind). The last paddock may 

have to be skipped and cut as surplus bales to start 

the 2nd rotation on time 

Train cows to graze down to 4 cm and meet residu-

als. This will keep quality for the next rotation 

Continue to minimise supplementation levels as 

AFC not an issue. Currently feeding 2 kg concen-

trates/cow/day 

Graze heavy covers while the weather is dry to 

maximise utilisation 

Key Decisions: 

Keep silage out of the diet and minimise meal feed-

ing to 2 kg concentrates/cow/day 

Target medium to low covers to achieve area 

grazed quickly 

Keep cows out day and night  

Train cows to graze down to 4 cm  

Turn out heifers on the platform to increase area 

grazed before they graze silage ground/ heifer 

ground 

Highest covers are earmarked for high quality 

round bales in April. Be ready to start 2nd rotation 

on time. Skip the last paddocks and cut as surplus 

bales 

Target reseeded ground while the weather is good 

to maximise regrowth for the 2nd rotation  

 

Grass Course Members in Tralee, 

Co. Kerry are taking advantage of 

the good weather and have cows 

out on heavy ground.  


