
 

 

 

 

2nd June 2020 

Grass10 Weekly Update  

PastureBase Ireland Current Performance (Last 7 Days): 

 Average farm cover should be well above 500 kg 

DM/ha on all farms. Growth has dropped by 30% on 

farms with an AFC of <500 kg DM/ha  

 Walk the farm twice weekly to make decisions 

 2 Grass Courses below. These farmers are recording grass measurements 

and have learned a lot about growth on their farms in the last 2-3 days.  

Growth remains high on average in the Newcastlewest Course (Limerick), 

while the Kilkenny grass course is experiencing low growth rates. See the 

decisions and learning outcomes by the farmers below: 

AFC  Stocking Rate Cover/Cow Growth Demand 

751 kg DM/ha 3.7 LU/ha 200 kg DM/ha 67 kg DM/ha 56 kg DM/ha 

GR: 75 

AFC: 761 

GR: 51 

AFC: 706  

GR: 66 

AFC: 754 

GR: 72 

AFC: 769 

Below: Covers in the Last 7 Days 

Predicted Growth Rate: Elodie Ruelle Moorepark 

Ballyhaise 83 kg DM/ha     Johnstown Castle 10 kg DM/ha 

Athenry 68 kg DM/ha    Moorepark 49 kg DM/ha 

Grass DM: 

21% 

Decreased Growth Rate Due to SMD- Key Findings 

From Grass Walk & Talk Course Co. Kilkenny 

 

Growth rate is 40 kg DM/ha on average for this group 

 

Farms that have held farm cover over 500 kg DM/ha are 

growing 15-20 kg DM/ha/day more grass than farms 

where the cover has dropped below 500  

 

Farms are holding rotation at 25+ days and filling the 

gap with silage ground/ supplement. Some farmers with 

outfarms are zerograzing grass to fill the gap on the         

grazing platform too. 

 

Heifers have been moved to outfarms where there is 

grass to reduce demand on the grazing platform 

 

Where silage isn’t plentiful; farmers are feeding palm 

kernal / soya hulls to fill the gap and save silage for next 

winter. Where there is a reserve of silage; farmers are 

feeding surplus bales. 

 

Farmers have gotten rid of all livestock that shouldn’t 

be on the farm. E.g. dry cows, problem cows, high SCC 

cows, surplus heifers, yearling beef stock etc. 

 

Farmers are spreading fertiliser while grass is green using 

safe products like Protected Urea/ Compound Fertiliser + 

S to capitalise on growth. No fertiliser is being spread on 

paddocks where fertiliser was applied and not taken up 

(granules still visible on soil). Heavy soils are being tar-

geted especially as they are the highest growing paddocks 

Experiencing High Growth Rates                    

Newcastlewest Grass Course Co. Limerick 
 

Average growth rate is 73 kg DM/ha.  

 

Some farms on heavy soils experienced growth 

rates of 90-100 kg DM/ha in the last week,            

however a couple of drier farms growth rate has 

reduced to 40-50 kg DM/ha 

 

Farmers are targeting 170- 180 kg DM/cow and 

are matching growth with demand. Famers are        

continuing to cut surplus bales on heavy soils, 

where the farm has the capacity to continue 

high growth rate despite the dry weather 

 

Pregrazing is being maintained at 1400 kg DM/

ha on farms to maximise milk solids, to hit     

residuals of 4 cm and for quicker regrowths 

 

On the drier farms, the farmers are making deci-

sions to hold rotation and hold average farm 

cover above 500 kg DM/ha 

 

Farms are using their Current Growth Rates 

and Predicted Growth Rates to budget grass for 

the next 3-4 days using the PastureBase              

Predicted Wedge 

 

Fertiliser is being spread as normal on these 

farms to capitalise on current growth rates (73).     

Protected Urea/ compound (+ Sulphur) 
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Video: Barry O’Sullivan, Co. Meath– Holding Farm Cover 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qXP3mBLx5bM 

Barry O’Sullivan has made decisions quickly to hold AFC above 500 kg DM/ha. This has actually     

increased growth on the farm since the video was made. Holding Average Farm Cover will keep more 

grass in the 2nd– 3rd leaf phase– maximising growth rates as a result. 

 

          Grass Growth Prediction         Met Eireann Soil Moisture Deficit Report 

        

        


