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The Nitrates Derogation 
permits higher stocking 
rates. In order for this  
to continue, new  
environmental targets  
must be reached
 
Tim Hyde 
Environment Specialist,Teagasc Crops 
Environment and Land Use Programme

I -

designed to protect the environment. 

eligible for derogation.

assist in the application process for 

New measures for applicants

1 
Compulsory liming programme

Q: What are the requirements of  
the new liming programme?
A:

-

be retained for inspection. 

-

2Low-emission slurry spreading 
(LESS):

Q: How will DAFM capture and re-
cord the volume of  slurry spread 
by LESS?
A:

 

3Crude protein: -
-

Q: What will be the level of  crude 
protein in concentrate feeds to 
complement grazing livestock at 
grass?
A: 

Changes  
resulting from 
the derogation 
review 

-

• 

• 

-
-

4Training programme

Q: What mandatory environmen-
tal training has to be completed by 
farmers?
A: -

-
sions and biodiversity. 

5 Clover: -

Q: What will be inclusion rate of  
clover/ha?
A
• -
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permitted.

6Derogation allowance: common-

-
monage/rough grazing for the 
purposes of  the nitrates deroga-
tion?
A:
based on the declaration of  common-

-
ment Scheme application.

need to be done for these farms on a 

7 All-Island Pollinator Plan: imple-

Q: What measure will farmers 
have to adopt from the All-Island 
Pollinator Plan?

A: 

• -

• 

 

8 Record: 
-

-
ing in grassland management and 

Q: How many grass measurements 
are required?
A: -

-

THE NEXT  

A full review of the derogation and 
Nitrates Action Plan will take place 

water quality, it is likely that a wide 
range of options will be considered 

indicated that the following could be 
considered:

• A recalculation of dairy cow 
excretion rates, increasing from 85, 

• Reduced chemical fertiliser allow-
-

tion from the use of low-emissions 

• Additional requirements for farm-
ers above 130kg NpH and those 
exporting organic manures to come 

• Protected urea use could be man-
datory to replace % overall chemical 
N usage and limits on the use of un-

storage time, and facilities may be 
reviewed considering the number of 
slurry spreading extensions in the 

• Stocking rate restrictions on the 

• An extension of the LAWPRO/AS-
SAP initiative to work with farmers to 

It is very noticeable that many 
farms are taking ongoing action 
on climate change, water quality, 
emissions and biodiversity. This 

footprint but more needs to be 
done by more farmers. Collec-
tively, we must use all the tools 
available in order to deliver the 
improvements required. These 
measures can provide a win-win 
for biodiversity, nutrient use ef-

-
ability for the dairy industry.

Summary

Intensive dairy and beef farming 
systems will come under increasing 
pressure to reduce the environmen-
tal impact if they wish to continue 
farming at higher stocking rates.


