
32 | Today’s Farm | March-April 2020

To
d

a
y’

sf
ar

m
environment

Declan Byrne 
SUAS Project Manager,  
on secondment from Teagasc

S
-

vegetation management on the hills.  

-
-

have helped to develop and it means 

approach on commonages, and has 

and a template for developing their 

-

-

Forming  
commonage 
groups  
through SUAS
Farmers in Glassamullen commonage in the  
Wicklow uplands set up a formal commonage 
group under SUAS to manage their commonage  

in their lives

exercising them.

are of  international importance for 
the habitats and species they contain 

-

commonage provides access to the 

-
ager and a facilitator. They formed 

-
body on the commonage met at the 

-

-

Peter Molloy and Richard Turner discussing their commonage with Minister Andrew Doyle and 
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farming and an ecological perspec-

-
age received all these designations 

agreed for the commonage. The plan 
-

nating areas of  tall leggy heather 
-

-

the heather by a local contractor to al-

-

farmers. 

Enda Mullen, divisional ecologist at the Na-
tional Parks and Wildlife Service, speaking 

on the uplands above Glenasmole Valley.

 GLAS WILD BIRD COVER SEED

•  Sowing Rate 88 Kgs/Ha. Pre-mixed with the preferred recommended 
varieties and rates

•  Triticale used instead of Oats as the oats draws vermin in large numbers
•  Contains; 75 Kgs Triticale, 7.5 Kgs Linseed, 5 Kgs Mustard and 0.50 Kg 

Phacelia
• Sold in 22 kg bags.  4 Bags/Hectare.
• Cost €40/Bag ex Rathcormac.
Discounts on group purchasing. Nationwide delivery service.
Stockists: 
McDonnell Bros, Fermoy and Saleen, Co. Cork. 025 31166.
P Coffey and Sons Ltd, Lecarrow,Co Roscommon. 090 61114
O Sullivan’s  Beaufort Bridge, Killarney, Co. Kerry. 064 6644397.
 Creamery Farm Supplies, Croom, Co. Limerick. 087 4155233.
 Pat Tierney Supplies, Kilkishen, Co. Clare. 086 2406035
 Ward  Agri Consultants, Doontas,Killasser, Swinford, Co Mayo. 087 9193371
 CC Agricultural Consultants  Ltd,  Killashandra, Co. Cavan. 049 4334462

Telephone: 025 36253
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The story of 
commonage
Catherine Keena 
Teagasc Countryside  
Management Specialist

There are up to 15,000 farmers in Ire-
land farming 4,500 commonages on 

sixty per cent have a nature desig-
-

ing rates in the 1980s in response 
to headage payments led to some 

In an effort to address this, over 
4,400 commonage framework plans 
were prepared, covering more than 
440,000 hectares during the period 
from 1998 to 2002, and where neces-
sary destocking was prescribed and 
implemented through Agri-Environ-
ment Schemes such as REPS, AEOS 

The Single Farm Payment intro-
duced in 2003 resulted in a reduction 

Some areas now suffer from under-

Key principles
The current agri-environment scheme 
GLAS incorporated two new key prin-

the GLAS commonage management 
plans aim for this sustainable stock-
ing rate on a collective basis for each 

-

(SUAS); Carlow (Blackstairs Farming 
Futures); Donegal (Inishowen Up-
lands EIP); Galway (North Connemara 
Locally Led EIP); and Kerry (MacGil-
lycuddy Reeks EIP), addressing how 
farmers can deliver the optimal bal-
ance of food and other increasingly 
recognisable high value ecosystem 
services, by developing a “least 
cost” farming system to maintain our 
uplands in “Favourable Conservation 

-

-

-

-

areas at the bottom.

-

the machinery.

Innovation 

A report on facilitation process, a  
template for commonage group constitu-
tions and a how-to guide on forming 
commonage groups have all been 
completed by the SUAS project and are 

ie/suas-reports/

Declan Byrne, project manager of the SUAS pilot project,delivering a presentation at the Glenas-
mole Community Centre. 

-
-

-

the commonage.  

often. The person doing the shepherd-
-

-

-

-

for themselves and for the habitats 

farming and managing these habitats 
-

tal schemes.

the preservation of  its healthy, thriv-
-

is to discover and promote the best 
approaches and methods for land 

-
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