
The Heritage Council, in partnership with the 

Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine 

(DAFM), manages the Green Low-carbon Agri-

environment Scheme (GLAS) Traditional Farm 

Buildings Grant Scheme. Only farmers approved in 

GLAS are eligible to apply. The principal objective of 

this Scheme is to ensure that traditional farm 

buildings and other related structures that 

contribute to the character of the landscape, and 

are of significant heritage value, are conserved for 

active agricultural use. Grant amounts vary between 

€4,000 and €25,000. The DAFM make all grant 

payments on this Scheme following certification by 

The Heritage Council. A grant award will not be for 

more than 75% of the cost of the works, with a 

maximum available grant of €25,000. The grant is 

available for the conservation of traditional farm 

outbuildings, including roofs, walls, structural 

repairs, windows and doors. The grant is also 

available for other related farm structures including 

historic yard surfaces, walls, gate pillars and gates. 

The key conservation principle of minimum 

intervention applies, that is, carrying out a repair to 

fix what is wrong, but not setting out to do too 

much work. Works which are, in the opinion of The 

Heritage Council, restoration works, are very unlikely 

to be supported with grant aid. The process is 

highly competitive and it is expected that 50-70 

projects will be supported each year.  

Closing date: Tuesday February 18, 2020 

https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/projects/traditional-

farm-buildings-grant-scheme 
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Donnchadh Dowling (second from right), Teagasc 
Tipperary, leading a traditional farm building event on the 
farm of Ted (beside Donnchadh) and Winnie Ryan, 
Nenagh, Co. Tipperary, where a roof was repaired under 
The Heritage Council GLAS grant scheme.
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Mulching  
In order to examine possible alternatives to 

burning, mulching was carried out – some to create 

fire breaks, and some just for vegetation control. All 

cutting/mulching was carried out by a contractor 

with experience of working on hills, and with a 

suitable machine. There are obvious limitations with 

regard to where machinery can access, but the 

recovery rates for the different types of vegetation 

and degree of mulching will be monitored over the 

project. 

Mulching. 

Controlled burning 
A training day was organised to demonstrate 

proper personal protective equipment (PPE) and 

management tools, detail fire behaviour, and how 

to plan and control fires. The SUAS project supplied 

each of the commonage groups with a set of 

equipment for the controlled burning. The weather 

was only suitable on February 26, 27 and early in 

the day on February 28. Each of the three 

commonages successfully carried out some 

controlled burning. This was a great learning 

experience for all involved and an example to the 

wider upland community of what controlled 

burning actually is.  

Controlled burning. 

Farmer actions in SUAS  
in 2019 

Farmers in three commonages, and one with 

non-commonage upland, commenced their first 

year of farming within the Sustainable Upland 

Agri-Environmental Scheme (SUAS) (European 

Innovation Partnership (EIP) in the Wicklow/ 

Dublin uplands) in 2019 and carried out actions 

as agreed with the project manager and 

ecologist. 



ENVIRONMENT 
February 2020

Bracken control 
Some bracken control was carried out using a 

variety of methods, including spraying by tractor, 

hand spraying, bruising, and the introduction of 

cattle and horse grazing to trample. 

Bracken control methods included spraying, bruising, and 
the introduction of cattle and horse grazing to trample. 
 

 

Shepherding 
This was an innovative measure devised to help 

farmers overcome the challenge of herding sheep 

while out on the hills. A payment was made 

available to the farmers for herding their own and 

neighbours’ sheep on the hills, using a phone app 

to record the data.  

Extended grazing 
A big challenge for the Wicklow/Dublin uplands is 

to extend the periods of grazing. There are usually 

too many sheep in the uplands during the July-

September period, but very little for the rest of the 

year. Grazing dry heaths in January-February and 

May-June encourages grazing of heather and 

shrubs, but unfortunately in most areas, very few 

sheep are on the hills at these times of year. A novel 

approach to encourage grazing at these times was 

the provision of sheep-feeding buckets to the 

farmers by the SUAS project. Buckets are placed out 

on the hill and farmers with sheep out will benefit 

from a reduced need to graze their lowlands and 

sheep in better condition coming off the hill. It is 

hoped over time, this will encourage more grazing 

outside July-September, and will be monitored for 

the effect on grazing patterns. 

 

Roadway repairs 
In order to improve access, an old roadway on the 

Granamore, Co. Wicklow commonage was 

repaired. The National Parks & Wildlife Service 

(NPWS) demonstrated how to repair roadways by 

controlling water and cleaning up drains to allow 

the roadway to dry out before any further work is 

carried out.  

Roadway repairs. 



For further information on any issues raised in this newsletter, or to access other 
enterprise newsletters, please contact your local Teagasc adviser or see www.teagasc.ie.
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GLAS dates for your diary

Traditional hay meadow 
These fields must be closed from April 15. As these 

meadows won’t be cut until after July 1, it is 

advisable, where possible, to graze before closing to 

prevent them from becoming too rank.  

 

Low-input permanent pasture 
These grazing fields cannot be topped after March 

1 until July 1 – to prevent disturbance to ground-

nesting birds and other wildlife. 

 

Wild bird cover 
After March 15, most wild bird crops can be 

prepared for the new crop, which will be sown 

before May 31 – except sections of kale crops 

going into their second year, which must be 

retained. In order to break down the old crop, aid 

decomposition and make cultivation easier, animal 

access is recommended. Check for noxious weeds – 

ragwort, thistles and docks – and prepare to spray. 

Where these are strong, it is advisable to cut as 

soon as possible after March 15 and spray the 

regrowth. 

Watercourse margins 
If you undertook the riparian margin measure, 

make sure these areas have been mowed before the 

end of February. They must be mowed once a year 

between August 15 and the end of February. For 

narrower margins, a hedge cutter with grass flails is 

very useful. It is recommended to remove offtakes 

in order to reduce fertility within the margin.  

 

Arable margins 
Make sure GLAS arable margins have been mowed 

before March 1. They must be mowed once a year 

between August 15 and March 1. For narrower 

margins, again a hedge cutter with grass flails is 

very useful. It is also again recommended to 

remove offtakes in order to reduce the fertility 

within the margin. 

 

Environmental management of fallow land 
Make sure these fields are mown before March 1. 

They must be mown or mulched between 

September 1 and March 1. Offtakes are not 

allowed.  

After March 15 animal access is 
allowed to wild bird cover crops 
(except second-year kale) – this is 
recommended to help decomposition.


