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machinery. 

-

remove the brash from the footpath 
and cycle path for the grandchildren 

-

CCF application
CCF is not an option for all forest sites 
as issues with elevation, exposure 
and soil quality may pose forest 

Sheltered sites with free draining 

thinning process requires greater 
management input than conventional 

by the Teagasc Forestry Develop-
ment Department in collaboration with 
University College Dublin (UCD), with 
support from Coillte and a private 
forest owner, is testing a range of 
methodologies for CCF application to 

CCF ultimately enables commercial 
timber harvesting while retaining a 

This is achieved through regular 
selective thinning and felling com-
bined with progressive under-planting 

-
ity timber without interrupting forest 

•  
crops/forestry/advice/management/
continuous-cover-forestry/

TIMBER  

Timber production from private 
forests reached one million cubic 
metres (m3) in 2018, and has the 

m3

given EU and UK related develop-

However, returns from farm-for-
estry remain attractive with a typi-
cal annual equivalent value (AEV) 
of between €400 and €500 per 
hectare (ha) for productive conifer 
forests including 15% broadleaf 

While our well-established 
sawmilling sector will continue to 
compete in a challenging market 
environment, it is also well placed 
to have continued access to ready 
markets for our homegrown forest 
produce given our proximity to 
the UK, the second largest net 

 
Sean Ryan, local forestry contractor 

 
forester and CCF specialist. 


