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Plant Health and Biosecurity Strategy. Ireland is 
recognised as having a favourable plant health status 
which means that many of the pests and pathogens 
of plants which are present elsewhere are still absent 
from Ireland.  However, increased globalisation leading 
to increasingly complex trade patterns throughout the 
world in plants and plant products (and their associated 
pests and pathogens) means that Ireland cannot be 
complacent. We cannot assume that Ireland will retain 
its freedom from plant health pest and pathogens 
by simply continuing with ‘business as usual’.  In 
addition, emerging plant pests and pathogens, such 
as the Epitrix flea beetle, Colorado beetle, the bacteria 
causing Zebra Chip of Potatoes and many others, 
whose establishment may be facilitated by changes in 
climate, may impact on the food security, biodiversity 
and wider environment of Ireland.  These compelling 
economic, social and environmental drivers resulted 
in the Department of Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine prioritising the development of a Plant Health 
Biosecurity Strategy as one of its high-level priorities.

The objectives of this strategy are to minimise the 
threat to plant health by preventing the introduction 
and establishment of plant pests and pathogens, and 
reducing their impact in order to achieve environmental 
protection and economic growth.  The Plant Health 
Biosecurity Strategy is Ireland’s response to the 
increasing emerging threats that we face.  This strategy 
is underpinned by three key strategic principles which 
are, Risk Anticipation, Surveillance and Awareness.

Seed certification is an EU-wide quality assurance 
system whereby seed potatoes intended for marketing 
are subject to official control and inspection to 
ensure minimum standards throughout the EU. 
Certified seed ensures common quality and health 
standards throughout the EU and thereby allows free 
movement of certified seed between Member States. 
The certification scheme is linked to plant health 
regulations to prevent the spread and multiplication of 
plant pathogens that adversely affect crop production.

DAFM is the certifying authority for seed potatoes 
in Ireland. Under the scheme, DAFM officials carry 
out crop and tuber inspections to ensure seed meets 
minimum purity and quality standards, thereby 
ensuring the supply of high quality seed to growers. 
Under EU and Irish law, it is illegal to market non-
certified seed and all seed lots must be sealed and 
labelled to comply with the regulations. Member 
States may impose higher plant health standards than 
the minimum required under the EU regulations and 
Ireland restricts the marketing of seed potatoes of 
lower standard. Only four generations of pre-basic, 
and three subsequent generations of basic seed may 
be placed on the market in Ireland. Growers may plant 
one further generation of home-saved seed, provided 
they are in compliance with plant variety rights. 

Imports of seed potatoes in excess of 2 kgs must 
be notified to DAFM via email to PotatoOnline@
agriculture.gov.ie
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Food Safety and Authenticity
DAFM has a team of Inspectors who work across the 
food safety and authenticity area in food of plant 
origin, including potato growers. All potato growers 
must register as a primary producer of a food and will 
receive evidence of registration through allocation 
of a Horticultural Food Registration number. Non 
processed potatoes are regarded as low risk from a 
food safety point of view, however where additional 
processing takes place such as peeling, chopping or 
dicing, the food safety risk increases. The purpose of the 
controls in this area is to ensure that food producers 
are in compliance with relevant EU and national food 
safety legislation. This same team of Inspectors are 
responsible for ensuring that the labelling and quality 
standards of the potatoes offered for sale complies 
with the relevant legislation. In recent years, mostly 
on foot of complaints from concerned consumers or 
growers, DAFM has developed the facility to sample 
potatoes at retail or wholesale level and have variety 
testing carried out in order to verify the authenticity 
of the labelling claims made. Compliance notices have 
been issued on foot of these tests and growers and 
or packers can face enforcement action as a result of 
sampling carried out.

For information on how to register as a horticulture 
food business or in the event of concerns, queries or 
complaints regarding any of the matters raised above, 
please contact RegisterFBO@agriculture.gov.ie

DAFM supports
Progress continues to be made in terms of diversification 
and import substitution through the salad potato 
research programme and in more recent times the 
fresh chipping project. The Tillage Capital Investment 
Scheme (TAMS) has more recently included specialised 
salad potato harvesting equipment has been able to 
support this initiative. 

Given the objectives of the TAMS to facilitate the Sector 
to develop a targeted and precise approach focusing 
on environmental dividends, efficiency and growth and 
in addition to improve competitiveness and contribute 
to the improvement of agricultural incomes. DAFM 
will examine potential items to develop the correct 
agronomy and crop conditioning facilities for Irish 
production for the fresh chip trade to facilitate growers 
making the necessary investments to take maximum 
advantage of this important market.

UK Exit of EU
The UK left the European Union on 31 January 2020 
on the basis of the Withdrawal Agreement which was 
agreed by the European Council on 17 October 2019.

The agreement includes a transition period until at 
least 31 December 2020.

During this time, EU rules and regulations will continue 
to apply to the UK and the UK will remain part of the 
EU’s Single Market and Customs Union. There will be 
no immediate changes for citizens and businesses in 
their day-to-day dealings.

The EU and the UK will start negotiations on a new 
future relationship agreement which, if agreed, is due 
to come into effect from 1 January 2021.

Consequently, we are strongly advising all traders 
involved in the import and export of potatoes to 
register with the DAFM as soon as possible, where 
more detailed information on legislative requirements 
can be provided.




