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Previous research carried out 
in Teagasc Athenry has shown 

male lambs to carcase weights in 

ad-lib concentrate diets. 
Recently, these studies have moved 

store lambs using forage-based diets 

lighter carcase weights following ad-
lib concentrate feeding. 

A new research project started in 

2019 is investigating if  using forage 

bred hill store lambs compares to 

indoors on ad-lib concentrates dur-
ing the autumn/winter. The results 
from this experiment will lead to 
guidelines and targets for using for-

industry to use in the future. 

face lambs were purchased and 
divided across six different diets, 

permanent pasture, newly re-seeded 
pasture, forage rape, kale and hybrid 
brassica. Just one year’s data has 
been collected so far and the project 
will run over the next three years, 
during which time the results of  the 
various systems will become evident. 

produce market suitable carcases of  

directly from hill farms in the west 
Mayo/Connemara area at weaning 
time and were housed immediately at 
an average liveweight of  25kg. 

These lambs were slowly built up to 

ram lambs and castrate lambs and 
were used for the studies and were 
drafted for slaughter once they had a 

over 30kg liveweight for castrates and 
over 31kg liveweight for ram lambs. 

tion, during which time, the lambs 
consumed approximately 1.15kg DM 
of  concentrates per head per day once 
eating ad-lib. 

Average carcase weights for cas-

these studies will look further into 
light lamb systems.

Frank Campion and Michael Diskin
Teagasc Animal and Grassland Re-
search and Innovation Programme, 
Mellows Centre, Athenry

If  EU ewe productivity rose by 0.1 
lambs reared per ewe joined, it 

cy to 92%. In Ireland, ewe productiv-
ity is 1.3 lambs reared per ewe joined. 
This has not improved in the past 
30 years. A number of  studies are 
currently ongoing at Athenry, which 

Mineral supplementation: Mineral 
supplementation is a routine practice 
on many farms that maybe unwar-

areas. According to studies undertak-
en, some of  which formed part of  the 

Hession:
• 
with minerals and vitamins. 
• Only 35% of  farmers who supple-
ment base their decision on veteri-
nary advice or laboratory analysis.  
• 
post-weaning increased carcase 
weight by 1.5kg and reduced age at 
slaughter. 
• 

two weeks from seven weeks pre-join-

ing to six weeks pre-lambing or bolus 

of  lambs reared per ewe joined or 
lamb performance. 
Lamb mortality: Nationally, each 1% 
decrease in lamb mortality is valued 
at approximately €3m annually. A 
number of  studies were undertaken 

ings to-date are as follows:
• 52% of  neonatal mortality occurs 
prior to or at birth.
• The main causes of  neonatal mortal-

able.
• 
ewes so cannot manage them accord-

• 
fect lambing pens between ewes.
• 
colostrum when colostrum supple-

The cost of  

to 25% of  the value of  lamb carcase 
output that they produce during their 
lifetime. Results from an on-going 
long-term study show that: 
• 
ing them as ewe lambs rear at least an 
extra 2.3 lambs during their lifetime, 

ewe per year.

• 
lambing impacted on lamb drafting 
pattern and ewe culling rate. 
• 

mean carcase weight was 21kg.
• 

performance of  lambs from lambings 
at two to six years of  age.
• 
ewes had higher daily gain and were 
drafted for slaughter at a younger age 

folk genotypes. 
EuroSheep and SheepNet: 
is a project involving the EU’s six 
main sheep-producing countries. 

73 ‘tips and tricks’ on impacting ewe 

land, France, Greece, Hungary, Italy, 

through nutrition and animal health 
management by exchanging existing 

technologies and best practices 
among farmers, advisors, consultants, 
researchers and other stakeholders. 

Tim Keady 
Teagasc, Animal and 
Grassland Research and 
Innovation Centre, Mellows 
Campus, Athenry 
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