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More lambs, 

fewer  
antibiotics
Reducing lamb mortality and unnecessary use of 
antibiotics are key goals for the lambing season

Michael Gottstein,  
Head of Teagasc Sheep KT 
Programme, Teagasc Ani-
mal and Grassland Research 
and Innovation Programme

E -

them. 
For the last three years, Teagasc has 

aimed at helping farmers to improve 

-

-

Nutrition 

-

and body condition score. 

-

-

to deliver lambs that are born large 

the same time minimising lambing 

-

-

levels of  soyabean meal, simply top 

soya on top of  the concentrate feed 

Trough space

to eat at the same time. (See article 
Today’s Farm

See link to short clip on nutrition of  
the ewe pre-lambing (right). To view 
the video associated 
with this QR code, 
simply turn on your 
smartphone camera 
and point it at the QR 
code and follow any 
further instructions.  

Causes of mortality 

-

Hygiene

strive to get as close to it as possible. 
There are simple practices available 
that can help farmers to sterilise 

See 
video clip on a simple 
bucket system that 
can be used to sterilize 
all your lambing and 
feeding utensils. 

length gloves and 
-

handled after birth.
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challenged by disease immediately 

for a strong mother-offspring bond 

to be placed in a clean environment. 

-

lambings. 
See video clip on 

reducing lamb mor-
tality with hygiene.

Navel disinfection
-

it is important that it is disinfected 

-

as soon as is practical after birth and 
-

preferable to spraying. 

Colostrum – nature’s antibiotic

• -

life (before it has a chance to develop 

• 

• 
-

tional needs. 
-

the animal off  to a good start. Five 

Table 1: Recommended  meal levels (kg/day)- unshorn twin bearing 
lowland ewes in good condition– ad lib silage (20% DM).
Silage quality Weeks pre-lambing Total (kg)

10-9 8-7 6-5 4-3 2-1
Excellent (75% DMD) 0.2 0.4 0.6 16
Good (70% DMD) 0.2 0.3 0.5 0.7 23
Moderate (65% DMD) 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 28
Poor (60% DMD) 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1.0 42

-

-
-

-

-

For advice on the 
correct procedure 
for stomach tubing 
lambs please follow 
this link: 

Conclusion

-

-
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Sheep farming
in east Galway

Damian Costello, 
Teagasc sheep 

specialist. 
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A

-
tion to commonage land.

-

-

-

-

enterprise.
-

installed cameras in the lambing 

mid-month.

-

singles. 

Bernie Leahy 
Teagasc Advisor, Ballinasloe

lambing period. 

constant improvement.

Scheme. 

part of  Geraghty’s vet team, in-

recommendations in managing vacci-
nation, abortion, clostridial diseases 

-
tises, have done even better, maintain-

No of lambs 
scanned per ewe 

1.8 (2016) increasing 
to 2.0 (2018).

The number of 
lambs weaned 
per ewe 

 1.7 (2016) to 1.8 
(2018).

Anthony Smyth of Weston, Ahascragh, east Galway, with his son John and Teagasc Ballinasloe advi-
sor Bernie Leahy.


