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Structure of presentation:

Hedges:

U Their value
U Quantity

U Quality

U Management
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Value

The Secret Life of Irish Hedges

https://teagasc.ie/media/website/publications/2020/Environment---The-secret-life-of-hedges.pdf

x Birds _|
U Of 110 birds - 55 use hedges (35 to nest)

x Mammals
U Hedgehog, shrew, pine marten

x Bats
U 9 species

x Bees el
U 77 solitary bees )

Scalloped F\y o>

| Oax Mo ¥

U 21 bumble bees
U 1honey bee

x Moths
U Over 1400 species

x Butterflies
U 35 species
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Value Food for Free from Hedges

119 native Irish flora have historically been used for food in Ireland
(Wyse Jackson, 2014)
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THE WiLD FOOD PLANTS OF
[RELAND

THE COMPLETE GUIDE YO THEIR RECOGNITION,
FORAGING, CODKING, HISTORY AND CONSERVATION

“S——

Soslitng,

FOMCURTIS & PAUL WHELAN
Foreword by Darina Allen
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Value Hedges are a store of Carbon

x Hedges potentially sequester 0.57 2.7t CO2/ ha/ year
(Black et al., 2014)

x Farm-Carbon project

U led by Teagasc Environment, Soils and Land Use Department in
Johnstown Castle

U Aims to develop a growth model taking direct measurements of hedge
biomass, along with assessing the impact of management on

hedgerow biomass accumulation.

Heavily managed Unmanaged
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Value‘

Hedges protect watercourses

x Hedgerows are microtopographic features that block runoff and

entrained/dissolved pollutants from reaching the water body
(I.LA. Thomas et al., 2016)
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