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Autumn 2019 sown 
cereal crops have  
struggled to get  
through the wet winter 
and will need careful 
management over the 
coming months
Shay Phelan  
Teagasc tillage specialist

Veronica Nyhan 
Teagasc tillage advisor, Portlaoise
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protecting the tillers, therefore early 
applications can be very important. 

tiller death and so, earlier treatment 
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Thin crops need TLC
Table 1: Plant counts
Winter cereal plant count/m²

Plant count  Wheat Barley (two-row) Barley (six-row) Oats

Target 200+ 250+ 170+ 275+

Viable 90 – 200 120 – 250 90 – 150 90 - 275

Not viable? < 90 < 120 < 90 < 90

Table 2: Nitrogen requirement for winter wheat and barley 

Yield t/ha 7 8 9 10

N kg/ha

Winter wheat 170 190 210 230

Winter barley 150 170 190 210

Ramularia infection 
will need to  

be carefully monitored this 
year as most barley crops 
have been stressed over  
the winter months
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Marie Keegan and her daughter Aisling 
run a tillage and drystock farm in Ard-

The tillage enterprise comprises of 
spring malting barley, along with winter 

Craft, a winter malting variety, primarily 

Like many tillage farms, the Keegans 
experienced a tough autumn but they 
managed to get the winter barley, both 
feed and malt, and the winter wheat 
planted over the last two weeks of Oc-

clean, with good establishment and 

“Plant counts are up around 300 
plants/m2 for the winter barley crops 
and 290 plants/m2 for winter wheat,” 

little extra seed in the ground at sowing 

has stood to them in this challenging 

Herbicide
“The herbicide application happened 
later than intended in early February, 
but due to the slow growth rates, should 
still prove effective against what little 

Marie and Aisling apply a compound 
fertiliser in late February/early March as 

soon as the growth commences to help 

apply three to four bags of compound 
as needed according to the recommen-

“This is followed by 100kg to 115kg/
ha (80 to 90 units per acre) of CAN in 
mid to late March with the last applica-

a PGR to help maintain the tillers and a 
fungicide will also be applied again to 

“I like to have a good thick barley 

to yield, and have less straw which is 

Veronica Nyhan, Marie 
Keegan and Aisling Keegan.


