Today’sfarm

Botanics

Spring
Colour

Star magnolia,
Magnolia stellata.

Let’s review plants that
bring colour at this time
of year, so you can incorporate them for future enjoyment in your
own planted areas.
James Brady
Lecturer at the Teagasc
College at the National
Botanic Gardens.

T

he star magnolia, Magnolia
stellata lights up the darkest
of gardens with its lightlyVFHQWHGZKLWHpRZHUVLQVSULQJ$
native of Japan, this deciduous shrub
is suitable for small gardens where it
FDQEHJURZQDVDVPDOOWUHH)ORZers emerge in early spring before
the leaves, providing a spectacular
VKRZVWRSSHU&KRRVHDVKHOWHUHGVSRW
LQZHOOGUDLQHGVRLOMagnolia stellata
tolerates alkaline soils but not shallow chalky soils so bear this in mind
EHIRUHSODQWLQJ

Daphne mezereum ‘Rubra’

Daphne mezereum 'Rubra' is a deciduous shrub with highly fragrant
SXUSOHSLQNpRZHUVERUQHRQEDUH
VWHPVLQ)HEUXDU\0DUFK7KLVSODQW
is sure to add a real pop of colour to
DJDUGHQ$OVRNQRZQDVWKH)HEUXary Daphne, it is a compact shrub
that prefers a sheltered site in partial
shade, but will tolerate full sun once
WKHURRWVGRQRWGU\RXW7KLVSODQW
KDVWKHDGGHGEHQHoWRI VWXQQLQJ
scarlet – albeit poisonous – berries
DIWHUpRZHULQJ
$QLGHDODUHDIRUSODQWLQJDaphne
mezereum is close to a door, window

or path where you will become intoxiFDWHGE\LWVIUDJUDQFH7KHpRZHULQJ
VWHPVDOVRODVWZHOODVDFXWpRZHU
perfect for bringing some spring
FRORXULQWR\RXUKRPH

Camellia × williamsii ‘Donation’

Crocus tommasinianus

Crocus tommasinianus is a reliable
HDUO\pRZHULQJFURFXVEHDULQJVWXQQLQJGHHSYLROHWpRZHUVIURPHDUO\
0DUFK3ODQWHGLQDXWXPQFURFXVHV
are perfect for adding early colour to
EHGVERUGHUVRUSRWV7KH\FDQHYHQ
be planted through lawns and grassed
DUHDVZKHUHWKH\FDQQDWXUDOLVH7R
date, over 120,000 crocuses have been
SODQWHGRQWKHODZQVDWRXU7HDJDVF
$VKWRZQFDPSXVE\WKHVWXGHQWVDW
the college of amenity horticulture,
1DWLRQDO%RWDQLF*DUGHQV
7KHEXOEVHPHUJHHDFKVSULQJ
transforming a green desert to a blanNHWRI VWXQQLQJFRORXU2QFHWKH\ YH
pRZHUHGDVIRUDOOEXOEVDOORZVXIoFLHQWWLPHIRUWKHIROLDJHWRGLHEDFN
naturally, so energy can be stored for
QH[WVHDVRQ VGLVSOD\7KLVXVXDOO\
takes six to eight weeks, after which
\RXFDQPRZWKHJUDVVDJDLQ
&URFXVHVZLOOJURZLQDOPRVWDOOVRLO
W\SHVH[FHSWZHWVRLOV,GHDOORFDWLRQV
include full-sun in rich free-draining
soils, however they will grow in parWLDOVKDGHCrocus tommasinianus has
QHFWDUSROOHQULFKpRZHUVSHUIHFWIRU
DWWUDFWLQJEHHVLQWRWKHJDUGHQ

38 | Today’s Farm | March-April 2021

Camellia × williamsiij'RQDWLRQ LV
an evergreen shrub with leathery,
JORVV\GDUNJUHHQOHDYHVC'RQDWLRQ 
is a strong-growing, large shrub up to
5m in height, with semi-double, light
URVHSLQNpRZHUVFPLQZLGWKLQ
ODWHZLQWHUDQGHDUO\VSULQJj'RQDWLRQ FDQpRZHUIRUDORQJSHULRGRI 
WLPHHYHQXSWR0D\
&DPHOOLDVSDUHEHVWSRVLWLRQHGLQ
shade with acidic soils with plenty
RI RUJDQLFPDWWHU$YRLGSODQWLQJLQ
cold, dry winds and early morning
VXQDVEXGVDQGpRZHUVPD\EHGDPDJHGE\FROGZLQGVDQGODWHIURVWV
0XOFKZLWKJRRGTXDOLW\JDUGHQ
compost or well-rotted farmyard
manure and feed in spring with an
HULFDFHRXVIHHG
,I \RXGHFLGHWRJURZ&DPHOOLDVLQ
SRWVGRQ WDOORZWKHPWRGU\RXWDV
WKLVFDQDIIHFWWKHpRZHULQJEXGV:Dter using rainwater if possible, as tap
ZDWHUFDQEHWRRKDUGIRUWKHSODQWV
$FRPPRQSUREOHPDVVRFLDWHG
ZLWK&DPHOOLDVSLV\HOORZLQJRI WKH
leaves, which often indicates they are
not getting enough iron or mangaQHVH7KLVKDSSHQVLQDONDOLQHVRLO
where the plant is unable to absorb
WKHVHHVVHQWLDOPLQHUDOV6HTXHVWHUHG
iron can help this process, but ensurLQJ\RXSODQW\RXU&DPHOOLDVSLQ
DFLGLFVRLOLVEHVW3UXQHLPPHGLDWHO\
DIWHUpRZHULQJRQO\LI UHTXLUHG

