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Today’sfarm

A pioneer in forestry
and broadcasting
Michael Somers
Forestry advisor,
Teagasc, Nenagh

I

n times past, the words of broadcaster Michael Dillon were gospel
in the farming community. Few
have reached this kind of legendary
standing, yet in the Premier county,
one man has achieved similar broadcasting status in his lifetime – Jim
Finn from Ballycahill.
For 17 years, Jim has been the voice
of farming in Tipperary. Last year,
he increased his reach by adding the
Farm Focus on Clare FM. But once
\RXVFUDWFKWKHVXUIDFH\RXoQGWKH
farming king of the microphone has
many layers.
His experience with farming goes
back over 60 years, from his time
helping his father on their mixed
farm near Thurles. Jim attended
school in the town before going to secondary school at Mungret in Limerick. He smiles as he describes hurling
in a rugby school. Many students
excelled at both.
:KHQKHoQLVKHGLQHGXFDWLRQ-LP
started farming, milking 22 cows,
UHDULQJFDOYHVoQLVKLQJVWHHUVDQG
growing barley for Guinness and
sugar for the factory in Thurles.
Eventually, he concentrated on growing potatoes and cattle. His extensive
farming experience has stood to him
in his media career.

Rural development

Jim’s interests are broad. He has a
deep involvement in GAA and drama,
two voluntary organisations that
are still cornerstones of life in rural
Ireland. He has held positions in both
areas, as well as at the local co-op.
Jim has a passion for rural development and says his involvement in the
local Leader Company in Tipperary is
his greatest achievement.
“I was chair, and we were able to
bring the Leader program to many
communities. Tipperary has many
artisan food producers, community
development projects and other developments thanks to Leader. Teagasc
and the Options program in particular, also played a massive role.”
Jim is currently chair of the Irish
Local Development Network CLG

(ILDN). This is the representative
body for Ireland’s local development
FRPSDQLHV7KHVHQRWIRUSURoW
groups build inclusive, vibrant communities and better life chances for
people in every part of Ireland.
They assist communities and disadvantaged persons/groups with personal development and well-being, social inclusion, employment training
and placement, enterprise and social
enterprise, community development,
environment, and climate action.

Forestry

Jim is a pioneer and advocate for forestry in Tipperary: “My father had a
great interest in trees. He believed in
planting them for a pension and that’s
what he did.”
In 1995, Jim planted 9ha around his
house with Sitka spruce: “There's
a reason I planted land outside my
front door. It was wet. And very difoFXOWWRIDUP7KHIRUHVWKDVEHHQD
huge addition to our farm. We got the
establishment grant, and we received
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Jim Finn and Michael Somers examine his forest with the 16th century Ballinahow castle, which is on Jim’s farm, in the background.

the 20 years of premium.”
The site has been thinned twice. “I
won't pretend I was happy with the
SULFHIRUoUVWWKLQQLQJyVD\V-LP
“But I see now the value that is
added to the crop. We are in the home
VWUDLJKW7LPEHUSULFHLVXSJOREDOO\
%XWHYHQLI LWIDOOVZHZLOOOHDYHLW,W
ZLOOFRPHDURXQGDJDLQ
k:HIROORZDYHU\JHQXLQHDSSURDFK
WRWKHPDQDJHPHQWRI WKHIRUHVW,I 
ZHGHFLGHWRGRDQRWKHUWKLQQLQJ
really it must be to increase the perFHQWDJHRI VDZORJ7KDWLVZKHUHWKH
PRQH\LV7KHPRUHVDZORJ\RXKDYH
the better the return. It's that simple."
“We heat our house with the less
valuable wood and sell timber for
SDOOHWVDQGVDZORJ)RUDQ\IDUPHUV
FRPLQJXSWRFOHDUIHOOP\DGYLFHLV
WRJHWWKHIHOOLQJOLFHQFHHDUO\7KHUH V
DORWRI WDONDERXWOLFHQVLQJDWWKHPRPHQW-XVWEHSUHSDUHG$QGGRQ WEH
DIUDLGWRFXWZKHQWKHSULFHLVULJKW
or indeed to wait if it's not.
k,KDYHJURZQEDUOH\DQGDIRUHVW
is not like a crop of barley. It can be

FXWDWDQ\WLPHRQFHLWjVUHDG\,W VD
RQFHLQDJHQHUDWLRQFURSDQGZKHQ
LWFRPHVLQLWFHUWDLQO\SD\V%XW\RX
must be prepared to do your homeZRUN7KHUHjVQRXVHVD\LQJWKHGRJ
ate my homework in the real world.”
-LPUHJXODUO\ZDONVKLVIRUHVWSODQWDWLRQ6LQFHWKHVHFRQGWKLQQLQJKH
KDVQRWLFHGDQLQFUHDVHLQYHJHWDWLRQ
in the forest.
k6LWNDVSUXFHJHWVDORWRI EDGSUHVV
%XWRQFHWKLQQHGWKHUHjVQRVKRUWDJH
RI YHJHWDWLRQDQGELUGOLIHWKHUH5HG
VTXLUUHOVLQSDUWLFXODUDUHKHUHDQG
WKDW VVRPHWKLQJSRVLWLYHy

Radio
-LPWRRNRYHUIURP7RP2j'Z\HURI 
7HDJDVFRQ7LSS)0 V$J5HSRUW
k7RPKDVPRYHGRQWRJUHDWHU
WKLQJVDQG, PGHOLJKWHG,IROORZHG
KLPDV,ORYHLWyVD\V-LP
k2QHRI P\PRVWPHPRUDEOH
interviews was with Lord Plumb in
the UK. Lord Plumb was before his
WLPHLQVSHDNLQJDERXWIRRGPLOHV+H
GHYLVHGWKH)LIHGLHW

k7KLVZDVDSLRQHHULQJSURMHFWWKDW
HQFRXUDJHGSHRSOHWRJURZDQGHDW
local food (produced within 50 miles
RI )LIH DQGUHGXFHWKHLUFDUERQ
HPLVVLRQVIRRWSULQW2YHUSHRSOH
VLJQHGXSDQGLWLVRQHRI WKHPRVW
VLJQLoFDQWIRRGSURMHFWVLQ(XURSH
k7KHEDVLFVRI WKHMREKDYHQRW
FKDQJHG
k2I FRXUVHWKHUHFRUGLQJDQG
technical aspects of radio are everFKDQJLQJ%XWUDGLRLVDSDVVLRQWKDW,
UHDOO\HQMR\y
-LPVHHVIDUPLQJFKDQJLQJ6LQFH
KHKDVWDNHQRYHURQ)DUP)RFXV
RQ&ODUH)0-LPVD\Vk7KH%XUUHQ
3URMHFWyLVRQHRI WKHPRVWLPSUHVVLYH
GHYHORSPHQWVLQIDUPLQJGHYLVHG
by farmers for farmers who have a
desire to promote one of the wonders
of the world.
k$JULFXOWXUHLQWKHWZRFRXQWLHVLV
similar in many ways but different in
RWKHUV%XWLW VDOZD\VLPSRUWDQWWKDW
ZHOHDYHDSRVLWLYHOHJDF\IRUWKHQH[W
JHQHUDWLRQyKHFRQFOXGHV
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